sforum_Dec.qxd 19/11/13 8:17 am Page 1

Shipston Forum
The community newsletter for Shipston-on-Stour

December 2013

On behalf of all the Town Councillors and staff at Shipston Town Council, The Mayor,
Ronnie Murphy, wishes all readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Everyone is invited to join the Mayor for festive coffee and mince pies on Friday 6th December at 10am,
New Clark House. For details please call 01608 662180.

Shipston’s fallen remembered in style thanks to the Royal British Legion
Shipston’s ex-servicemen and women, community groups
and residents turned out in force on 10th November, to
remember those who gave their lives during the two World
Wars and subsequent conflicts.
On what was a beautiful autumn day, crowds gathered to
watch the formal parade of Royal British Legion members,
service personnel, our local MP, civic dignitaries and
community groups, led in spectacular style by Shipston
Town Band. After laying wreaths at the memorial, the
Remembrance Service took place in St Edmund’s Church,
led by Rev Andrew Coleby
During the service, students from Shipston High School read
out the names of the men from the town who gave their lives
in the two world wars. The congregation were reminded that
those men, alongside many others, died prematurely so that
we could enjoy the life we have today.
Chairman of the Shipston branch of the Royal British Legion,
Richard Adams, spoke of the importance of remembering
those who fought for our freedom, and who continue to put
their lives at risk for the sake of others.
On Monday 11th November, a two-minute silence was held

Shipston pilots a Sunday market
On 17th November, Shipston Town Centre hosted the first of what
the town council hopes will become regular Sunday markets.

Current and former servicemen and women joined residents and
community groups to parade on Remembrance Sunday

at 11am to mark Armistice Day, led once again by the Royal
British Legion.
Mayor, Ronnie Murphy, said: "I would like to thank the Royal
British Legion for putting so much effort into arranging the
Remembrance Parade, Service and marking of Armistice
Day.
Continued on page 2

Stour Enterprise Centre offers boost
to local businesses

The market was a pilot event to gauge the support for a regular
monthly market which should attract more visitors to enjoy both
the stalls and the existing retail offering in the town.

Businesses across the Stour Valley are being encouraged to
take up a special offer of two months free membership of
the Stour Enterprise Centre, courtesy of European Regional
Development funding through Smarter Working West
Midlands.

The stalls provided some much-needed colour on what was a
very grey and damp day. Shoppers took advantage of the range
of gifts and food available from the
stallholders, many of which represent
local businesses.

The Stour Enterprise Centre offers work stations, a
business lounge, training rooms and meeting rooms
designed to support both small and large businesses as
and when they need professional workspace.

These brightly coloured hats
were for sale at the market

Mayor, Ronnie Murphy, said "This
trial market has given us the
opportunity to see how a regular
monthly market might work and
learn more about what works and
what doesn’t. Despite limited
publicity and inclement weather, the
market was well supported which is
a good sign."

This initiative, to try out the SEC business facilities
completely free for 2 months, is available to small,
independent businesses operating in the South
Warwickshire area. It includes free use of the hot desk
workstations and business lounge, two free half day
meeting room bookings and free attendance at two
workshops/seminars.
Ian Cooper, of Stour United Businesses, which runs the
Stour Enterprise Centre,
Continued on page 2

Produced by Shipston Town Council – www.shipstononline.org
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Local News
Remembering the fallen
(cont’d from front page)
It is so important that we never
take for granted the courageous
sacrifices made by young men
and women from Shipston to
safeguard our future.
"On behalf of all town councillors,
I would like to say a particular
thank you to Richard Adams who
continues to devote considerable
time and energy to these events
as well as promoting the Poppy
Appeal to raise funds for soldiers
and their families affected by
bereavement and illness."
The Poppy Appeal is expected to
raise approximately £12,000.
Richard Adams said "Shipston
residents are always generous
when it comes to the Poppy
Appeal and on behalf of the
Royal British Legion, I am very
grateful to all those who donated
and our vital army of volunteers
who have been out selling
poppies to raise funds."
For more information about the
Royal British Legion, or to join,
please call Mike Dobbin on
01608 664636.
Stour Enterprise Centre offers
boost to local businesses
(cont’d from front page)
said "The Stour Enterprise Centre
not only offers professional
meeting facilities but also gives
small businesses the chance to
interact and network. This two
month offer is designed to
encourage more people to try out
the centre before committing to
membership and builds on the
strong support we are getting
from working with Coventry
University."
In addition to using the meeting
facilities, businesses can also use
the Stour Enterprise Centre as
their registered business address
as part of their membership
package, providing an alternative
to a personal address for those
working from home.
To find out more, please contact
the Stour Enterprise Centre on
01608
629693
or
visit
www.stourenterprise.co.uk
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Don’t forget to vote in the town council elections
Shipston residents will be urged to go to the polls on
12th December to vote for two new town councillors.
Polling cards will be dropping through letterboxes
shortly so please mark the date in your diary. The town
council has quite a wide ranging brief. With the role of
town councillor being a voluntary position, it’s
important that every seat is filled so that a good cross
section of views can be represented and the workload
can be shared out.
As the Forum went to press, the candidates had not been announced but if you have any
queries or would like to know more, please contact the Town Clerk on 01608 662180.

The Wool Fair wants you to get knitting to support people in Ethiopia
Members of the Wool Fair Committee, led by Mayor
Ronnie Murphy, have begun knitting shawls to support
Hamlin Fistula UK, the only UK charity exclusively
supporting the Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital in Ethiopia.
Those attending the hospital are often very poor and
malnourished. Hamlin Fistula UK provides individual
shawls which are given to hospital patients that they then take home with them to keep
them cool in summer and warm in winter.
Mayor, Ronnie Murphy, said "knitting shawls for these patients is one small way we
can help improve the lives of people facing incomprehensible poverty. We are calling
on all knitters in Shipston to pick up their needles and get knitting so we can send as
many shawls to the charity as possible."
The guidelines are that squares should be knitted in garter stitch using double knitting
wool and UK no 8 (4mm) needles. The squares need to be stitched together to make
shawls of approximately 36 inches by 48 inches. However, the committee members
are happy to stitch the squares together if needed.
Please drop your brightly coloured squares in at New Clark House or for more
information, call 01608 662180.

Demand is still high for help from Shipston’s Food Bank
One year on from the launch of Shipston’s Food Bank, the
service, which is designed to help residents in need of short
term help to stock their food cupboards, is working well.
Rev Andrew Coleby is a keen supporter of the Food Bank
and his encouragement and support is helping to ensure it
continues to run effectively.
The charity shop opposite St Edmunds Church is the centre
of the activity, collecting donations and distributing food
items where needed. Contributions from the local
community are always in demand and anyone able to
donate tinned food, cereals, sugar or other long life food
items is encouraged to take their donations to the church or
directly to Sandra at the Church Street Fund Raising shop.
Food Bank volunteer, Beverley Abson, said "Thanks to generous donations from the
public, we are ready to help those needing support, particularly as winter approaches.
Thank you to all those who have supported the Food Bank so far and we look forward
to receiving more donations over the coming weeks."
The Food Bank can provide emergency food packs to help out in a crisis such as
unexpected bills, benefit payment delays, job losses or low incomes. If possible,
please contact your doctor, care provider or Sure Start Centre for a referral, although
this isn’t essential. For more information, please call 01608 663550.

The Forum is also available online at www.shipstononline.org
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Town Council News
November’s hot topics
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Mayor’s column

Remembering the fallen: All councillors congratulated the Royal
British Legion on an excellent Remembrance Sunday Parade and
Service as well as the observation of the two-minute silence on
Armistice Day. In particular, Richard Adams was thanked by all for his
handling of both events.

November is always the month of
reminders. The darker nights, cooler
weather and bonfire night remind of us of
our history and that the Christmas season
will soon be with us.

Telegraph St parking: Councillors discussed the various options
proposed by Stratford District Council to tackle the issue of residents’
parking permits. Residents expressed their concerns about the
proposed reduction in permits which is at odds with the parking
permit allocation elsewhere in the district. Councillors voted to
support Option 4 which would see existing residents retaining their
permits, with new residents being restricted to one named permit.
Stratford District Council is due to make a decision later in November.

Bonfire night celebrations at the Sports Club were a
great success. A number of spectators enjoyed the
excellent firework display.

Racing for Cancer Research: Jackie Warner thanked councillors
for supporting the Race Night held to raise money for Cancer
Research. Over £800 was raised which has been added to the £280
already raised at the recent Coffee Morning.

Campaigning for Shipston
Bin boost: New bins are expected for the Town Centre from
Stratford District Council. STC will replace the old bin at the Sports
Club with one of the existing town centre bins and will purchase a
new bin for Signal Road/Railway Crescent.
Opposing new development: Brian Healey will attend the district
council planning committee meeting to speak in opposition to the
proposed Springhill development on Stratford Road. Both district
councillors also oppose the development.
Boundary Review: The Boundary Commission is proposing
changes to district council wards which will see the overall number
of councillors reduced and wards sizes made reasonably equal. The
proposals suggest Shipston be split into two wards, with some
neighbouring villages included in each ward. If the changes go
ahead, Shipston Town Council would be split into wards as well but
would not include the villages. After much discussion, STC resolved
to object to the warding of STC on the basis that councillors couldn’t
see the benefit of splitting STC. However, the council will not
comment on the proposed changes to the district council wards.

Town Council business
Council grants: 19 applications for grants totaling just under
£27,000 have been received. STC will consider the applications at
the Precept meeting on the 18th November.
DASH application: Drugs Action Shipston has asked the council
for permission to spend the £1,000 grant awarded for the 2013/14
financial year on a different initiative than the one originally
proposed. After some debate, STC agreed to give the money to the
charity but will accompany it with a request for information about
what the funding will be used for and an update on DASH’s own
fundraising activities.

A more sombre reminder of past events took place in
the High Street for Remembrance Day, with strong
attendance and the excellent support of the Town
Band. It is heartening to see the young people of the
town wearing their variety of uniforms, proudly
marching with their elders before the laying of wreaths.
Shipston Town Council is busy drawing up
precautionary plans should we be hit by heavy rainfall
this winter. Only too recently have there been reminders
of the strength of the elements and we need to do what
we can to be prepared.
On behalf of the town council, I send Christmas
greetings to all residents with very best wishes for the
New Year.
Veronica Murphy

New Clark House Update
Hiring New Clark House
New Clark House was bought as a
facility for the town and it is great to
see it now being so heavily used. We want
voluntary and community groups to continue to
make good use of the building without making a
formal charge. However, we will be asking groups
to make a donation to help cover our utility and
refreshment costs.
Commercial organisations will be charged £50 to
hire the main meeting room for half a day, and £100
for a full day. For bookings please call the office on
01608 662180.
New Town Guide
Councillors have agreed to progress a new town
guide which will be produced by the same
organisation which put together the guide five years
ago. The intention is to prepare the guide in time for
the Wool Fair in May 2014. Guides will be
distributed to households as well as made available
to visitors to help promote the town.

Changing faces: Philip Vial will replace Fay Ivens as the STC
representative on the Youth Club committee. Councillors thanked
Fay for her support over the last two and a half years.

Neighbourhood Plan
You should by now have received a copy of the
Housing Survey, which will help inform the
Neighbourhood Plan. Please fill in and return the
questionnaire using the freepost envelope provided
by 14th December. If you haven’t received a copy,
please contact the office on the number below.

Allotment review: As part of the new collaborative working with
allotment holders, representatives from STC will be conducting a
full inspection of all allotments.

Georgina Beaumont:
Town Clerk
01608 662180 e: clerk@shipstononline.org

Download council meeting minutes at www.shipstononline.org
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Queen’s Avenue Park starts to take shape
After months of campaigning, bid writing, creativity and
enthusiasm, the Queen’s Avenue Park Action Group is now
seeing its efforts come to fruition with the installation of the
first pieces of new play equipment in the once-derelict park.
The first phase of development includes the installation of
swings, a climbing frame and associated groundworks.
Phase two is expected to begin in mid 2014.
The group recently received a significant fundraising boost of
£23,760 thanks to a grant from Orbit Heart of England’s
Community Investment Fund. Combined with previous
funding from Shipston Town Council, SITA UK and Cala
Homes, QAPAG has been able to order £47,000 worth of
equipment for the new park. When complete, the park will
feature a play area for young people, a grassed picnic area,
wildlife meadow and a community orchard.
Hardeep Panesar, Community Housing Officer, Orbit Heart of
England, said "The park has been derelict for four years and
it’s not a pleasant place for residents to walk through. The
improvements to the park will provide a safe, happy and
attractive area for children to play and engage in positive
activities. It will also benefit local residents of Shipston on
Stour and the surrounding area."
QAPAG is a community led, voluntary organisation that is

QAPAG members and local children accept the cheque from Orbit

raising funds to redevelop the recreation area. Polly Taylor,
Group Chair, said "The total project will cost approximately
£136,000. Orbit Heart of England’s funding will cover the
purchase and installation of a specific piece of equipment for
12-15 year olds, and give the whole project a real boost. I
can’t wait to see children enjoying the new facilities."
QAPAG would be delighted to hear from anyone who would
like to manage the grant and equipment ordering for Phase 2.
Please contact pollytaylor3@gmail.com to find out more info.

A competitive time for Shipston Cubs and Scouts
Shipston’s cubs and scouts have been taking part in
competitive activities with successful results.
In October, Shipston’s Cub Scouts travelled to Shottery
Scout Hut in Stratford to take part in this year’s District Cub
Quiz. Shipston’s Cub group submitted two teams and were
up against other cub scout groups from the district. The
questions included general knowledge, TV and Film, Sport,
history and a picture round.

climbing, puzzles and canoeing.
Scout Leader Alistair McQuade said, "I'm extremely proud
of the team. They clearly demonstrated great leadership,
teamwork, navigation and incident management skills,
which enabled them to finish 12th at their first Bear Trek."

Shipston cubs won this year’s event and the winners
received sweets as a prize and a trophy.
Martin Castle, Cub Leader, said "These activities give the
Cubs the opportunity to get together and meet other Cubs
from in and around our district and always prove to be very
popular events."
Shipston Scouts have also been taking on new challenges
and came 12th at "Bear Trek" this weekend.
Bear Trek is an 8km hike in North Warwickshire with nine
incidents to handle during the hike, such as first aid, rock

From left to right: James, Jamie, Jacob, Oscar, Edward and Chris .

Shipston Pre-School is a hive of pre-Christmas activity
Children at Shipston Pre School been very busy since half term. As well as enjoying weekly visits from
Calypso Music, the children are now taking part in music and movement sessions by Spotlight dance.
When it comes to festivities, the nursery has been celebrating Divali recently, with lights, music and
making and eating vegetable curry! Thoughts are now turning towards Christmas and children and staff
alike are getting very creative and finding ways to help residents get into the Christmas spirit.
If you need some Christmas inspiration, look out for the fantastic festive pictures designed and made by
Pre School children on display in the Post Office. The nursery will also be holding a Christmas Fayre at Pre School on
Thursday 12th December from 3.00pm. There will be children’s activities, tombolas and refreshments as well as Christmas
crafts and cards for sale. For more information, call 01608 666029.

For more information, visit www.shipstononline.org
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Shipston Primary School
Teachers on camera
Staff at Shipston-on-Stour Primary are using the power of
film to improve their teaching.
Just as sportsmen and women film their performances and
play them back to examine technique, teachers are now
able to capture their lessons on film.
The system, which is called Iris Connect, uses two
portable, synchronised cameras and microphones to
record lessons, with an auto tracking camera which rotates

to keep focus on the teacher. Videos are then uploaded
securely to a teacher-controlled online library, replayed on
demand, analysed with built-in observational instruments
and shared with other classes.
Lesson observation is widely known as a crucial part of a
teacher’s ongoing development. The idea behind Iris
Connect is that people can reflect on their own practices as
well as share ideas and see innovative teaching with their
own eyes.
Head of Federation Christian Hilton said: "Teachers never
stop learning. By watching others you can learn a great
deal about new and alternative ways of teaching and by
being observed yourself you can gain a valuable
perspective on your own teaching practices."
Wheelie good fun
Children on bikes, scooters, rollerblades and go-karts
rolled in to Shipston Primary School when it held its wheels
day.
The school, which is keen for children to learn to cycle and
scoot safely before moving on to roads, encouraged pupils
in all year groups to take up the opportunity to ride around
the school’s large grounds.
Christmas Bazaar
Don’t miss Shipston Primary School’s Christmas Bazaar on
14th December 2013 at 12pm in the school hall. See page
6 for further details.

Shipston High School
Students try out Oxford University for a day
Over the last four years the High School, as part of its ‘Aim
Higher’ programme, has built up an exceptionally close
relationship with Keble College, one of the colleges of
Oxford University.
Each year the school sends a party of Year 10 students to
visit the College. This year, students saw and heard what a
top university is like and found out how they can apply to be
a student there. They learnt about the different types of
university, the range of courses on offer, the entry
requirements for the University and how they could meet the
costs of attending. Four undergraduate students then
answered their questions and took them on a tour of the
College. This was followed by one of the highlights of the
day, lunch in Hall, the same Hall that had been the original
choice of the film-makers for the Harry Potter films! After
lunch students visited the
History of Science Museum
for a talk about the
development of ancient
scientific instruments for
measuring the universe and
then had a go at making
their
own
working
astrolabes.
As one of the students said,
‘The visit was amazing and I

thoroughly enjoyed it. I am definitely going to
apply for a place at Keble College.’
High School Hosts
‘Outstanding’ Teacher Programme
As part of its ongoing commitment to staff
development, the High School recently hosted an after
school training event for its own staff and staff from local
primary schools. ‘The Perfect Ofsted Lesson,’ was
delivered by expert trainer, Jackie Beere, a former advanced
skills teacher and headteacher who received an OBE for her
services to education.
During the intensive session staff were taken through what
makes for outstanding learning and shown a range of
techniques to use in their classrooms. The event was just
one part of a much wider professional development
programme the High School has organised this year which
is focussed on raising all teaching and learning in the school
to be ‘outstanding’. Other contributors have included Dr
Andy Swallow, HMI and two staff who are trained to deliver
the nationally accredited ‘Outstanding Teacher Programme’
which the High School’s programme closely follows.
So far feedback from staff has been immensely positive
(‘The best training I have ever taken part in’) and the impact
has already been seen in lessons. To build on this success
the school is already planning to follow this year’s
programme with an even more challenging one next year.

For more information visit – www.shipstononline.org
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Will you be clowning around at the Rotary Victorian Evening?
On the 6th December, Shipston will host the annual Rotary
Victoria Evening which promises two hours of fun, feasting
and festive shopping.
This year, the event will be opened by Shipston Mayor,
Ronnie Murphy, and experienced entertainer, Conk the
Clown. The celebrations will begin with the switching on of the
Tree of Life in the heart of the square, followed by an
appearance from that famous man in red and white.
There are lots of stalls planned to help you with your
Christmas shopping, while entertainment will be provided by
the town band, school choirs, stilt walkers and fire eaters.
Those in need of sustenance will not be disappointed, with
everything from a hog roast to homemade mince pies on
offer, all of which can be washed down with warming mulled
wine – for the non drivers at least.
The Victorian Evening is an event not to be missed and it’s all
in aid of local charities so make sure you put 6-8pm in your
diary and head down to the High Street to join in the fun.

Transition Shipston to host local
Christmas Food and Gift Fayre

The Rotary Tree of Life will be illuminated throughout
the festive period in remembrance of loved ones.
Photo by Richard Sampson

Fizz, pop, crackle – Shipston
fireworks night goes with a bang

Members of Transition Shipston are busy finalising
plans for a local Christmas Food and Gift Fayre
which will take place on the 7th December in the
Townsend Hall.

Shipston Sports and Social
Club drew in the crowds on
the 2nd November when
residents and visitors flocked
Building on the success of its local food fayre in to enjoy the firework display.
April, the event will include cooking workshops, As well as putting on a
refreshments, stalls and entertainment from spectacular firework show,
Calypso Kids Music.
entertainment included a bar,
fairground
Whether you’re in the market for a present or a refreshments,
rides,
a
warming
bonfire
and
personal treat, stalls will be offering a range of
even
fake
snow!
There
was
local goods including honey, beers, fresh produce,
organic meat and poultry, soap and crafts. The plenty to keep people
event, which is free to enter, will run from 10am to occupied and the event was
enjoyed by all.
2pm but arrive early if you’re feeling hungry!
Mayor, Ronnie Murphy, said
"It was wonderful to see so
many people enjoying the
fireworks. I would like to congratulate the Sports Club on putting on
such a good event – in my view, it was their best fireworks night yet."

Photo by Alex Lilley Photography

Don’t miss the Shipston Primary
Christmas Bazaar

Looking for fresh air and exercise? Breeze Bike Rides
are coming to Shipston!

Take a break from the pre-Christmas rush and enjoy a breath of fresh
Friends of Shipston Primary School will once again air with other women.
be hosting a Christmas Bazaar on the 14th Breeze rides are free, designed to build confidence for women new to
December from 12 until 2pm at the school.
cycling and are led by qualified ride leaders. An easy-going bike ride
The Bazaar presents the perfect opportunity to of about 2 hours, the "Little Butts Bike Ride" will start from the free
buy some unique Christmas gifts, try your luck at car park opposite The Old Mill on Mill Street on Saturday 14th
winning on the tombola or raffle, and indulge in December at 9.30 am. There will be a coffee stop half way round or at
some pre-Christmas family fun. All money raised the end of the ride.
will be put towards the school’s playground For more information and to register for the "Little Butts Bike Ride"
development fund.
visit www.breezebikerides.com

Keep up to date with events via the What’s On section on www.shipstononline.org
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Regular events:

Shipston Dementia Resource and Support Cafe: Social event
with Nick Nickerson providing musical entertainment. 2pm3.30pm, Stour Court, Old Road. Contact: Barbara Smith 662433
Rotary Victorian Evening: 6pm – 8pm, Shipston Town Centre.
See ad on page 16.
Shipston Town Council Monthly Litter Pick: All welcome. Meet
at New Clark House, West Street at 10am. Equipment and
refreshments provided. Contact: Fay Ivens 662133 or
fayivens@aol.com
Transition Shipston Food and Craft Fayre: See article on page 6.
Stour Singers: December Concert. See ad on page 9
Shipston Tennis Club: Christmas bingo. See ad on page 9
Shipston Town Band: Christmas Concert. See ad on page 8
Stour Valley Visually Impaired Group: Christmas Lunch. 2pm,
Stour Court. Contact: Shirley Pilkington 662684
Shipston Town Council Monthly Meeting: 7pm, New Clark
House. All welcome. Contact: Georgina Beaumont 662180
Shipston Flower Club: See ad on page 8
Stour Valley Lions Monthly Meeting: 7.30pm, The George Hotel,
Shipston. All welcome
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 10am-4pm, details as above
Shipston and District Literary Society: Christmas Lunch at The
Horseshoe. Pre-booking essential. Contact: Mary Edwards 01789
450737 or Malcolm Pollard 663482
Shipston and District Gardening Club: Christmas Party
(Members Only). 7.30pm, Catholic Church, Darlingscote Road.
Contact: Tony Mitchell 666933
Town Council by-election: 7:00am-10pm. Polling station at the
Sheldon Bosley Hub.
Shipston Pre-School Christmas Fayre: Children's activities,
tombolas, refreshments, Christmas crafts and cards for sale. 3pm,
Shipston Pre-School, Tilemans Lane. Contact: 666029
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 9am-4pm, details as above
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 9am-2pm, details as above
Mayor’s Surgery: 10am, High Street
Friends of Shipston Primary Christmas Bazaar: 12pm at
Shipston Primary School. Stalls, refreshments and festive
entertainment for all the family. Proceeds go to the school’s
playground development fund.
Shipston Widows: Meeting. 10.30am-12pm, Coach and Horses.
Contact: Barbara Bean 663230
Stour Valley Carers Group - Supporting Dementia Carers:
10.30am-12pm, Scout Hut, New Street. Friendly welcome for all
visitors. Contact: Carl Watkins 663808 or Lizzy Feather 686013
Mike Sanchez Rock & Roll Christmas Party: See ad on page 8
Shipston Home Nursing: Christmas Messiah. See ad on page 9
Let's Celebrate Christmas! With singer Louise James. 8pm,
Sheldon Bosley Hub. Contact: 661886
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 9am-4pm, details as above
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 9am-2pm, details as above
Dance the Night Away with Jem's Disco. 8.30pm till late,
Sheldon Bosley Hub. Non-members £2.00. Contact: 661886

Mon Citizens Advice Bureau: Mornings, New Clark House. To book a
free appointment, call 01789 200136
Mon Shipston Duplicate Bridge Club: 7pm for 7.15pm, Catholic Church
Hall, Darlingscote Rd, Shipston-on-Stour. Call Penny Law 663871
Mon Shipston Taekwondo: 6-7pm juniors, 7-8pm adults. Shipston High
School
Tues Stroke Club: Alternate Tuesdays. 10am-12pm Room No 2, Ellen
Badger Hospital.
Tues Rhyme time for under 2s: Now every Tuesday. 10:45am
Shipston Library. Free. Contact: 0300 555 8171
Tues Age Concern Lunch Club at Stour Court. Contact: Stella, 686224
Tues Bingo: Alternate Tuesdays. Doors open 6.30pm. Eyes down 7.30pm.
Sheldon Bosley Hub. Contact: 661886
Tues Shipston on Stour Rotarians: Halford Bridge Hotel, 7.30pm.
Contact Adrian Ramskill 0797 656 6525.
Weds Tai Chi 12.30pm at the Townsend hall on Sheep Street. Contact:
Debbie Wild 07773 318830 or visit www.swantaichi.co.uk
Weds U3A Chicago Bridge: 2pm-4.30pm, Catholic Church Hall,
Darlingscote Road. Contact Val Young on 01608 238754
Weds St John’s Ambulance: Adults division. Meet at Shipston Fire
Station, 7pm. Contact: Josie Bayliss, 684834
Thur Shipston Stitchers: 10am to 3pm, alternate Thursdays.
Thur Age Concern Lunch Club at Rainbow Fields Contact: Diana 01789
740627
Thur Safer Neighbourhood Team: Fortnightly. Public surgery, 2.30pm
to 3pm. New Clark House, West Street.
Thur Tumbletots & Gymbabes: Sheldon Bosley Hub. Contact Robyn on
07813 940172
Thur Stour Singers, open to all, 7.40pm at Shipston Primary School.
Contact Yvonne Ridley on 01789 269587.
Fri
Walks over fields with friendly group. Leaves Old Mill car park at
10am. Contact: Marlene, 663616
Bridge 10.15am – 12.15pm Catholic Church Hall, Darlingscote
Road. Contact Val Young on 01608 238754 or 07516 091786
Fri
Age Concern Lunch Club Stour Court Contact: Linda 01789 722433
Fri
Shipston Probus: alternate Fridays
There are lots of regular classes on at the Townsend Hall.
They include: line dancing, badminton, short tennis, yoga,
ballet, Calypso kids music, Little Kickers, Zumba, modern
jazz dancing, t’ai chi and circuit training. For details, visit
www.townsendhall.com or call Lisa Bryan on 07800771368.
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Multiple Sclerosis Society: 'Drop in' meeting. 10.30am at the
George Hotel. Contact: Ann Bartlett 666161
Shipston and Stour Community Forum: 7pm Quinton and
Admington Village Hall. Informal "drop-in" surgery from 6:30pm.
Shipston Widows: Lunch. 12pm. Contact: Barbara Bean 663230
Shipston-on-Stour Women’s Institute: Members' Evening Festive Foods. 7pm, Catholic Church Hall, Darlingscote Road.
Contact: Jane Hanks 664519
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 10am-8pm Victorian Evening. The
Coach House, Church Street, Shipston (opposite the Library). Books
include fiction, children’s, cookery, gardening, art etc. To donate
books contact Lion David Squires on pinnegards@tiscali.co.uk

21
24
27
28
31

For details of Christmas services over the festive
period, please see page 10

Keep up to date with events via the What’s On section on www.shipstononline.org
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The Catholic Parish of
Our Lady and the Apostles

St Edmund’s Church of England
Sunday 1 December
4pm
Advent Carol Service at St Edmund’s, Shipston

Our Lady & St Michael, Shipston:
SS Peter & Paul, Brailes
Saturday 21 December
Vigil Mass
5.30pm

Shipston

Friday 13 December
7.30pm
Tidmington Carol Service

Sunday 22 December
Mass
9.30am
11.30am

Shipston
Brailes

Sunday 15 December
Christingle Family Service at 10am
Town Carol Service at 6pm

Shipston

Tuesday 24 December
Crib Service at 4pm
Holy Communion at 11.30pm

Tuesday 24 December
Vigil Mass
5.30pm
(Carols from 5pm)
Midnight Mass
11.30pm
(Carols from 11pm)

Brailes

Wednesday 25 December
Mass
9.30 am
11.30am

Shipston
Brailes

Thursday 26 December
Mass
11.30 am

Brailes

Wednesday 25 December
10am
Holy Communion

Stour Valley Baptist Church
at Shipston High School

The Methodist Church

Quaker Meeting

Sunday 1 December

Broad Campden Meeting

6 pm
Advent Service

House Lane
Broad Campden
Meeting for Worship
Sundays at 10.30am

Christmas Eve 4pm Christingle Service
followed by mulled wine and mince pies

Ettington Quaker Meeting

Christmas Day 10am Family Service

Old Halford Rd, Ettington
Meeting for Worship:
Sundays at 11am

Sunday 29 December 10.30am Family Service

Sunday 22 December
11am
Carol Service

Tuesday 24 December
6pm
Christmas Eve
Holy Communion Service

Wednesday 25 December
10.30am
Christmas Day Service

Sibford Quaker Meeting
Sibford Gower Meeting
for Workship:
Sundays at 10.30am

Sunday 22 December 10.30am
Sunday Worship

our normal services are at 10.30am every Sunday at the High School
Contacting the churches
For contact details for the local churches, please see
‘Useful Contacts’ on page 15

Shipson-on-Stour
and District Twinning Association
We are planning our visit to Torigni for Easter 18 – 22 April 2014
If you are interested in participating or want further details please contact Keith McCarthy on 01608 662652
Visit the historic region of Normandy. Meet & stay with a French family
Lose the winter blues and enjoy a spring break with a difference
Vive la difference

For more information visit – www.shipstononline.org
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Club, Society and Charity News
Shipston Arts and Crafts Society
October's programme began on the 6th when 25
members travelled to London to see the Lowry Exhibition
at the Tate Britain Gallery. There were several other
exhibitions to see and views of London to enjoy – a most
pleasant day.
On 15th October, Mr Brian Lowe presented a slide show of
the stained and painted glass of Oxford colleges and
churches, of which there are several hundred. The first
stained glass began in the 12th and 13th centuries with few
colours (blue and green) available and involving long and
arduous work. The craftsmen were English and Breton,
fitting each shape with its lead surround piece by piece.
When war with France stopped the import of skilled
craftsmen, painted glass became the norm, each section
of window was placed, then painted in situ - no leading
used. It was not until the 18th century that true stained
glass revived. The glass of Oxford has survived, first the
Civil War – either by whitewashing the windows to hide
them or because the Roundhead Colonel was
sympathetic! In WWII, the oldest and most valuable glass
was removed and hidden. Mr Lowe is an expert on Oxford
and often holds guided tours – his talk may be a prelude
to such an outing.
There is no meeting in December (Happy Christmas!) and
we meet again on 21st January 2014 when members will
entertain each other. On 19th February Juliet Heslewood
will tell us about the Artists on the Cote d'Azur – visitors
most welcome.

Shipston on Stour U3A
‘The Mitfords in the Cotswolds’
Our speaker, Muriel Pilkington, gave
a stimulating talk tracing the story of the Mitford family
until they arrived in the Cotswolds, a few highlights of
which are included below.
The family’s origins are Northumbrian: they had settled in
the village of Mitford, near Morpeth. Later, Sybil Mitford,
the heiress to the estate married a French knight called
Richard Bertram in about 1068 and this couple are the
ancestors of all the branches of the family.
From the family origins Muriel turned her attention to the
fortunes of the family in the Cotswolds.
In the early 19th century a member of the Exbury family,
another John Mitford, who married a Miss Freeman,
inherited through her Batsford Estate near Moreton in
Marsh. He was ennobled by George III and became Lord
Redesdale. Muriel then followed the story of this part of
the family who were well known country squires in and
around Moreton.
After about 1932 the family began to drift apart through
marriage and political division. Several espoused the
fascist cause and were close personal friends of Adolf
Hitler. Another became a fervent communist. U3A
members heard of the marriages, careers, political
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alliances and friendships of these incredible characters
and their influence on twentieth century English Society.
This amazing story was enthusiastically received by all the
members present. For more information about Shipston
U3A please contact the membership secretary Mrs Jackie
Findlay
on
01608-663413
or
email
jandb@64finlay.fsnet.co.uk

Shipston in Bloom
Shipston in Bloom is continuing its work in
the town.
The summer bedding has
played its part and has now been cleared
and replaced with daffodil bulbs for the
spring.
We hope that Shipstonians
enjoyed the summer display. The annual anguish about
which colours, which plants, and how many, now begins for
2014. The most delightful aspect of gardening is that it is
always looking towards the future!
The Presentation Evening was held at the end of October
when winners of the annual competition to find the best rear
garden, the best allotment, the best front garden (large and
small), best hanging basket etc. (you name it, there is a
category for it), met to receive their trophies and hopefully
enjoyed a convivial evening as guests of the Committee.
This event is funded by the Committee and is entirely
separate from the grant from the Town Council. The Friends
of SiB and the independent judges who had the difficult task
of picking the winners from some very beautiful gardens,
together with the Mayor who presented the trophies,
swelled the numbers, and all agreed the Presentation
Evening was a great success.
Although the summer colour has gone, the centre of
Shipston has been planted with pansies and the hanging
baskets replaced with winter in mind. We hope the people
of Shipston will enjoy the results during the dark winter days
until the daffodils come through.

Safer Neighbourhood Team
New appointment to strengthen
policing support
Warwickshire Police and West Mercia
Police have announced the appointment
of Superintendent Steve Cullen as their new Head of
Protecting Vulnerable People.
The Protecting Vulnerable People team investigates and
works with partner agencies to prevent crime against the
most vulnerable in society, including victims of domestic
abuse, sexual assault and child sexual exploitation.
Steve has served as a detective at all ranks and has
previously led the North and South Worcestershire policing
areas, undertaken the role of Force Crime Manager as well
as being a previous Head of Performance at West Mercia
Police.
Commenting on his new post, Steve said: "I am privileged
and proud to be asked to lead such a high profile area as

For more information visit – www.shipstononline.org
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Club, Society and Charity News
Protecting Vulnerable People. The work that our people do
day in day out with partners is at the heart of why we all
joined the service, to protect those most in need from harm
and bring serious offenders to justice

Shipston Town Band
As usual Shipston Town Band will be busy over Christmas
again this year about the town.
They will be featuring at the Victorian Evening on Friday
December 6th before building up to their annual Christmas
Concert held at the Townsend Hall on Sunday December
8th at 7.30 p.m. At the concert, the band will be joined by
Anne Hume who will be sharing her Christmas readings.
The band will also be playing the following Sunday at St
Edmunds Church for the Service of Lessons and Carols.
On Christmas Eve band members will once again pick up
their instruments to play in the square and on Christmas
Day, they will be visiting Low Furlong, Rainbow Fields and
the Ellen Badger Hospital. You may also catch them
playing around the streets, weather permitting!

Stour Singers
Choral Singing
Renowned for the pleasure it has given over
centuries, choral singing is very much part of
life in South Warwickshire – especially for the
Shipston-based choirs, Stour Singers and Cantamus.
Stour Singers presents its Christmas Concert on 7th
December 2013 at St. Edmund’s, with Britten’s Ceremony of
Carols, Three Mendelssohn Motets, harp music with soloist
Elen Hydref, and carols for all. Tickets are available from R
Clarke, 27 High Street, Shipston.
From January, the choir will be working on Brahms’
Requiem, and Cantamus – Richard Emms’ Chamber Choir –
will be rehearsing for a concert in Icomb on 29th March.
The pleasure of choral music is very much in the singing, as
well as in the listening. As an African saying tells us, "If you
can walk - you can dance, and if you can talk - you can sing".
Stour Singers welcomes anyone who wishes to sing, and
would especially love to involve some additional tenors.
Cantamus, the chamber choir, would also welcome
enquiries from experienced tenor and bass singers. For this
choir, singers do need to be able to read music well, be
confident in their singing, learning new music quickly. If you
would like to sing, contact Richard Emms 01608 662163, or
for general enquiries, call Yvonne Ridley 01789 269587.

Shipston Dementia Café
There were a few guilty faces
listening to Michael Skarlotos,
Dietician at Warwick Hospital, as he gave his talk at the
Dementia Café about Healthy Eating. The Café is a social as
well as educational occasion and we always have a little
"treat" with our afternoon tea.
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Fortunately, eating healthily doesn’t mean that certain foods
have to be given up – everything in moderation and a little bit
of what you fancy is the key to enjoying food and staying fit
and well. The Alzheimer’s Society can provide written
information and personal advice on many aspects of eating
which can become a problem in the later stages of dementia.
Please contact the helpline on 0300 222 11 22. Alternatively,
pop in to the next Dementia Café on Friday, 6th December at
2.00pm in the Community Lounge at Stour Court, Old Road,
Shipston, when we will be enjoying a social event with Nick
Nickerson providing the musical entertainment. Dance cards
at the ready… For more information, contact Barbara Smith
on 662433.

Stour United Businesses
Whale of a time for business
There was a particularly strong
turnout at the Stour United Businesses (SUBs) members’
event in November, which was hosted by the dynamic
Whale Ale Brewery in Lower Brailes.
Brothers Ed and Tom Coyte – the youngest brewery
owners in the country – explained how within 18 months
the company had gone from their amateur enthusiasm to
getting Prime Minister David Cameron to pull a pint of
Whale Ale inside No 10 Downing Street.
Armed with their business idea – to brew real ale that
would appeal to younger drinkers – they had to find
funding and premises. Finding their premises at Brailes
was sheer luck, Tom said. As for the beer-making process.
‘Quality and consistency – that is the most important thing
to us,’ he said.
The brewery produces between 6,000-8,000 pints per
week of their trademark Whale Ale and stronger Ruby
Moby. Most are sold through pub companies. They also
bottle Whale Ale, and plans are afoot for a third product,
an amber ale.
The success story leaves just one question. Why is it
called Whale Ale, when your brewery is as far as you can
get from the sea in the UK? ‘Nothing very special,’ said Ed
sheepishly. ‘It’s just that "whale" rhymes with "ale".’
Check out www.subs.org.uk for more information about
the leading organisation for business people in South
Warwickshire, the Cotswolds and beyond.

Stour Valley Lions
Donation
The Lions supported the Badger Valley
Children’s Centre in Shipston on Stour by
donating £50 to pay for the hire of the
Shipston Scout Hut to host a Nearly New
Fundraising Sale for the Centre. Warwickshire County
Council has recently cut the budget of this centre by 30%
and Friends of Badger Valley have taken up the task of
raising valuable funds to keep the centre open.
Lions Cinema
There will be no cinema in December but we will return with

For more information visit – www.shipstononline.org
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Club News and Readers’ Contributions
a new season of films commencing on Friday the
10th January, 2014. Thank you to all our regulars for
your continued support. We look forward to seeing
you in the New Year with our new programme of
films. Have a lovely Christmas.
Race Night at Townsend Hall – Fundraising for
Cancer Research
Shipston residents supported the Race Night at
Townsend Hall on the 26th October organised by
Melanie Trapp, Jackie Warner and friends. Lion
members auctioned off the racehorses and ran the
tote. The supporters organised the raffle,
ploughman’s supper and bun competition. The
evening raised approximately £850 for Cancer
Research – a great success.

Probus
It was a pleasure to welcome back
Ron Gallivan on 4th October,
having come to our rescue at the
last meeting. His talk was a Part 1
describing the design and
development of the Mulberry Harbour. It was a
definite war winner, which took the Germans
completely by surprise. It was a combination of
the best of British brains and manufacturing
organisation and its construction in time for D Day
was truly astonishing.
Richard Long is an acknowledged expert on the
Middle East and his talk on the 18th October was
titled "the Three British invasions of Iraq 1914,
1944, 2003. The first in 1914 ended in surrender
to the Turks and ill treatment of the British
prisoners. In 1941 an uprising in Baghdad had to
be put down to thwart German interest and protect
the oil wells. The Third, in 2003, is recent and well
known.

Warwickshire Community Oil Syndicate
Would you like to save money on heating oil?
Butler Fuels won the November order negotiated
with local suppliers by Warwickshire Community Oil
Syndicate and members saved a huge 7.49 pence
per litre against the average market price (and a
massive 23 pence saving against the market high).
What a result! Our members paid only 53.8 pence
per litre – what did your supplier charge?
In addition our LPG cylinder prices haven’t risen
for seven consecutive months whilst our LPG bulk
is still being offered at 43p per litre despite rises
across the industry.
As a charity that works exclusively in
Warwickshire’s rural communities we are delighted
with these results and hope you might be tempted
to join us. Email oil@wrccrural.org.uk or call Sarah
on 01789 472611.
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Readers’ Letters
Letter for an on behalf of Telegraph Street residents
RE: Telegraph Street Shipston on Stour Resident Parking Permits
FACT: All 7 Town Car Parks across the Stratford District are free
(excluding Stratford Town Centre) – with exception of Telegraph
Street In Shipston on Stour. Charging was requested by Shipston
Town Council in 2002.
The centrally located Telegraph Street properties are in danger of
losing their 2002 parking agreement. These 19th Century
properties without drives or garages, have yellow line restrictions
for 24hour fire station access thus have no parking facility.
Warwickshire County Council issued residents letters in 2004
authorising permits for 2 named & 1 visitor permit to this car park.
Surely this allocation doesn’t damage the town infrastructure?
The question should be as "OUR Town Centre" is under threat why is Shipston the only chargeable town in the District? We
should be helping local businesses, not out of town centre
supermarket proposals where you can park free for cashpoints,
bread, flowers, meat, newspapers, groceries etc.
Why are Telegraph Street Residents to be discriminated against
by having reductions? Other residents elsewhere in Shipston have
3 named and 1 visitor permits. The District Cabinet - 15 July 2013
acknowledges with occupation levels, our town parking isn’t
restricted because of residents parking, and evidenced by
granting 9 permits to new Telegraph Street developments.
Parking capacity rarely exceeds demand. Affected residents are
requesting support in "maintaining the status quo" as for over 10
years our allocations have not affected the town and its
infrastructure.

Proud of my Town
Remembering Peter
The excellent framed photograph by Les Smithers of the late
Peter Drinkwater with his rabbit Squidge will, by kind permission
of Mrs Maria Cave, be hung from January 2014 in Mrs Brown’s
Tearooms, High Street, Shipston on Stour.
The photograph has been generously contributed by Mark Willis
of KMS Litho, Hook Norton, while the frame was kindly donated
at cost by Foxwist Framers of Shipston.
Howard and Pat Watson, who have been coordinating this activity
would like to thank everyone for their help and support.
Recognition for our young Standard Bearer
Playing an important role in the Remembrance
Parade was the Royal British Legion’s very
young Standard Bearer, Chloe Wells. Chloe
stepped in to the breach last year and has
carried on in the role following the sad passing
of former Standard Bearer, Graham Lowe.
Chairman of the Royal British Legion, Shipston
branch, said "Being a Standard Bearer is a
demanding and vital role. Chloe did an
excellent job of leading the parade behind the band, and in church
and we are very proud of her."

For more information, visit www.shipstononline.org
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District Council update

County Council update

The District Council’s housing master
plan, the Core Strategy is likely to be
delayed due to various issues. This
means that developers may be able to
successfully propose developments
without any regard to local need or
approval.

Small business Saturday – 7th December
In Warwickshire about 84% of the private
sector businesses are classed as ‘small’,
where they employ less that 50 people.
They provide well over half the jobs that feed and house our families.
I always support the Federation of Small businesses (FSB) and Stour
United Businesses (SUBS) local to the Shipston area for their good
work for this vital sector.

An important part of this plan is a new settlement.
I believe the concept of a new settlement has a
great deal of merit rather than building large
numbers of houses on the edges of towns such as
Shipston.
The plans to build 60 houses off the London Road
are due to be heard by the planning committee
before too long. I am objecting this to plan as the
site is a designated area of restraint and the
proposed access creates serious highway safety
issues. There is also the matter of the Girl Guide
camp located immediately behind the site.
I was pleased to visit the refurbished Co Op store in
the High Street. Planning permission has now been
given to extend the store by 200 sq meters, I am told
this work will commence in the early part of 2014.
Meanwhile I look forward to attending the first
general street market this Sunday. I hope this will
be the first of a regular street market.
Looking forward, I fully support the town Council in
their plans to try and develop a riverside walk
alongside the Stour from the bridge. This is
something that would be a very useful addition to
the amenities of the town.

We want to focus on your use of local small businesses in the run up
to Christmas. Do you really need to go and shop elsewhere on 7th
December? Use the day to support your local stores, here in Shipston.
SEN services
We don’t often talk in public about children with Special Education
Needs (SEN). The issue tends to be hidden away, but changes are
underway. I have attended a member’s seminar on the subject and
learned that the approach is changing. Traditionally, we have looked
at the educational needs of SEN children. New legislation requires us
to focus on solving the wider problems faced by those with
disabilities that are forgotten too often. Our children’s department
must look at the needs of young people up to the age of 25.
We appear to be working too slowly. I have told the county officers,
that we must have a plan to accelerate our change of focus.
Health funding
It was announced earlier this year that £3.8bn would be available
from the Government to help local councils work with the new
Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs), who themselves are
responsible for the wider NHS budget in their areas. With
reductions in funding elsewhere, this has to be good news.
To get our share of this budget, we need to produce a joint working
plan by February 2014 that can be monitored. After a year in
operation, the money will then be paid to us in two phases.

Richard Cheney
t: 01608 685570
e: richard.cheney@btinternet.com

I shall be watching closely to ensure that the South Warwickshire
CCG and the County Council maximise our share of this funding
and put it to good use. Every penny helps.

Richard Cheney and Jeff Kenner take it in turns to
provide the content for this column.

Councillor Chris Saint
t: 01608 664048 e: christophersaint@warwickshire.gov.uk

Shipston Medical Centre – How Information about you helps the NHS to provide better care
Christmas Opening Hours
& accessing help during the Christmas period
The Surgery will be open at the following times over the
Christmas and New Year period:
Tuesday 24th December: 8am – 1pm & 2:30pm – 4pm
(The Duty Doctor will be available on call until 6:30pm)

Wednesday 25th December: CLOSED
Thursday 26th December:
CLOSED
Friday 27th December:
8am – 6:30pm
Monday 30th December:
8am – 6:30pm
Tuesday 31st December:
8am – 6:30pm
Wednesday 1st January 2014: CLOSED
If you find yourself unwell over the Christmas period
consider speaking to a local pharmacist who will be able to
offer advice on healthy lifestyles and common ailments.
Details of the pharmacies open over the Christmas period
will be on display in the local pharmacies.

Additionally you can call the GP Out of
Hours Service. The Out of Hours
Service has a GP at the Ellen Badger
Hospital in the mornings each
weekend and on each bank holiday (including Christmas
Day). Appointments should be made by calling 0300 130
30 40. The Out of Hours Service will also visit if needed
and offer telephone advice.
The Ellen Badger Hospital minor injuries unit, open 24
hours a day, is available to assist with minor injuries such
as cuts, bruises and small burns.
Please do not attend A&E unless it is an emergency or you
have had an accident, instead access help from one of the
other services above.
The partners and team at Shipston Medical Centre wish
all our patients a Happy Christmas.
Medical Centre – t: 01608 661845

For more information visit - www.shipstononline.org
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Your Town Councillors
Veronica Murphy, Town Mayor

Paul Rathkey

Communications group chair
t: 01608 664518
e: veronica.murphy123@btinternet.com

Staffing group chair
t: 01608 664141
e: rathersandco@tiscali.co.uk

Philip Vial, Deputy Mayor

Fay Ivens

Planning group chair
t: 07814 192161
e: ppjvial@googlemail.com

Proud Campaign chair
t: 01608 662133
e: fayivens@aol.com

Ian Cooper

Melanie Trapp

Finance group chair
t: 01608 663785
e: ian@piruk.com

t: 01608 666939
e: melanie.trapp@sky.com

Brian Healey

Jackie Warner

t: 07773 337134
e: brian.healey@hotmail.co.uk

t: 07717 391234

Arthur Ivens
t: 01608 662133
e: fayivens@aol.com

Roy Munden
t: 01608 661102
e: christinemunden@googlemail.com

Alan Noyce
General Purposes group chair
e: alanhubertnoyce@hotmail.com

Shipston-on-Stour Town Council
New Clark House, West Street, Shipston-on-Stour, CV36 4HD

Georgina Beaumont, Town Clerk
t: 01608 662180 e: clerk@shipstononline.org

Something exciting to share?
If you have a story that’s relevant to Shipston residents,
please contact the editor, Catherine Martin, on 01608
495955 or email: forum@shipstononline.org

Copy deadline: First Wednesday of every month
– but the sooner you can notify the editor of a potential story the better.
The Shipston Forum is produced monthly by the Town Council to support the community
and is distributed to all households. If you don't receive a copy, please contact the Town
Clerk. The Forum can also be downloaded from www.shipstononline.org

Copies of the Talking Shipston Forum can be
requested via New Clark House.
Large print copies are available to read at the Library,
New Clark House and the Medical Centre.
While every effort is made to ensure information is accurate, the Town Council does not accept
responsibility for material submitted by readers or third parties and does not endorse any
organisation or event publicised. Contributions may be edited to fit available space.

Useful Contacts
Community Links Transport
Shipston Library:
- 24/7 renewal line
Highways customer services
Shipston Volunteer Transport Scheme
Shipston Leisure Centre
Shipston Medical Centre
– Out of hours
Shipston Post Office
Shipston Forum
Shipston Recycling Centre
Stratford District Council
Warwickshire County Council
UCHW Hospital
Warwick Hospital
Local police (non emergency)
PC Craig Purcell
PCSO Hayley Ditchburn
PCSO Andy Steventon
Churches of Shipston:
Stour Valley Baptist
Our Lady & St Michael
St Edmund's
Methodist Church

01789 264491
0300 5558171
01926 499273
01926 412515
01608 663122
01608 662354
01608 661845
03001 303040
01608 661465
01608 495955
01926 412593
01789 267575
01926 410410
024 7696 4000
01926 495321
101
07977 456585
07879 608696
07966 626908
01608
01608
01608
01608

664876
685259
661210
661843

Please note the new contact number for the Forum Editor (above)
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What’s On

What's on in Shipston this month? See page 7

