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Shipston Forum
The community newsletter for Shipston-on-Stour

Victorian Evening attracts record crowds
Shipston Town Centre was packed with residents and visitors taking part in
the annual Shipston Rotary Victorian Evening. For full details, see page six.

January 2014

Shipston Town Council
welcomes two new faces
Shipston Town Council is now back to full
capacity following the election on 12
December 2013. The two successful
candidates joining the council are Sheelagh
Saunders and Martin Ferrier.
In what was the first contested town council
election for some years, three candidates,
Dan Scobie, Martin Ferrier and Shelagh
Saunders campaigned to win votes ahead of
the poll. With just two votes separating
Martin Ferrier and Dan Scobie, it was a
close-run contest in which just under 20%
of the electorate voted.

Photo courtesy of Charlotte Wright

Town Council precept frozen at current level
Shipston Town Council has voted to freeze its precept for 2014-15 at £206,000,
the same level set for the current financial year. This is likely to represent a
modest saving for residents as the number of households paying council tax in
the town has increased.
Thanks to careful financial management and planning, the town council has
been able to make some savings, allowing it to continue to support local
community groups and activities. Mayor, Ronnie Murphy, said, "I’m delighted
we have been able to avoid a rise in our precept while still being able to deliver
a high standard of local services and providing community groups with the
support they need."

Be safe, be seen, councillors urge
With the dark nights set to be with us for another three months, Shipston
Town Council is urging residents to make sure they are easily visible when
out on foot or cycling.
With the added impact of streetlights being switched off after midnight, it is
more important than ever to make sure you can see and be seen by other
road users. Wear light coloured clothing or reflective bands/vests to make it
easy for passing traffic to spot you. Always carry a torch or use a torch app,
particularly if you think you may be walking home after the lights have been
switched off.
Mayor, Ronnie Murphy, said, "Pedestrians and cyclists often don’t realise just
how difficult they are to spot in the dark. Whether you’re out walking your
dog in the early evening, or returning from a night out in the early hours,
please consider your safety and make sure you can be seen."

Sheelagh
Saunders
is
Shipston born and bred and
has lived in the district most of
her life. Sheelagh runs the
Black Horse Inn, Horseshoe
Inn and The George in Lower
Brailes. On her election, Sheelagh Saunders
Sheelagh said, “I am very
much looking forward to representing the
residents of Shipston and looking after the
interests of our very special little town.”
Martin Ferrier retired to Shipston with his
wife in 2011. An experienced IT consultant,
Martin is also a keen
geneaologist. Commenting on
his new role, Martin said, “my
aim as councillor will be to work
for sustainable growth in
Shipston.”
The new councillors will attend Martin Ferrier
their first full council meeting on
Monday 13 January 2014 where they will get
an insight into the work ahead.
Mayor, Ronnie Murphy, said "On behalf of
councillors and staff at Shipston Town
Council, I would like to welcome both Martin
and Sheelagh to our team. I am confident
they will bring more ideas and enthusiasm to
the table and will help ensure the views of
residents across the town are heard.
“It is great news for Shipston that we are
back to full strength on the council and I
look forward to us all developing a
productive working relationship going
forward," she added.

Produced by Shipston Town Council – www.shipstononline.org
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Mayor’s column
Happy New Year
to everyone.
It is always a
temptation
to
think about the
year ahead and
make resolutions which we
have every intention of
keeping. For my part,
though, I will settle for a
quiet life and few changes!
The run up to Christmas
was very busy and I had the
pleasure of attending a
number of impressive
functions in the town.
I’m also delighted to see
early progress has been
made on shawls for the
Wool
Fair
appeal
announced last month.
Please keep sending your
squares in.
Looking ahead, 2014 will
bring new challenges for
Shipston and I hope we can
all work together for
balanced improvements.
One
challenge
I’m
confident we will still be
grappling with is the single
cashpoint serving the town.
The 18-person queue
spotted during the Victorian
Evening
shows
how
desperate we are for better
banking facilities following
the HSBC closure.
We recognise the issues
before us, - more industry,
work for our young people,
affordable homes, within
our infrastructure and town
radius – but we do not want
to be pressured into
accepting decisions we
could later regret.
Shipston has so far
managed to retain its
character. As long as future
changes are gradual and
not too dramatic, we may
be able to preserve the
characteristics we value,
and suit the majority.
A thoughtful New Year?
Veronica Murphy
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STOP PRESS: Temporary new home for Shipston Food Bank
Due to the sudden indisposition of Sandra at the Charity shop, the Food Bank is working
temporarily out of Cookies, the shop next door. Supplies of food are readily available from
there. The Food Bank organisers hope to be in a position to announce a more permanent
plan very soon.

Shipston’s Community First Responders need your help!
Shipston’s Community First Responders respond
to approximately 30 emergency callouts a month.
They are usually the first on the scene, providing
emergency care until an ambulance arrives.
Unfortunately the team’s Community Response
Car has finally given up and urgently needs
replacing. The team is now in the process of
looking for a new vehicle to use as a response car
and needs your help to raise money to replace
this vital community facility.
All support would be gratefully received. To request a fundraising tin or for more information
on how to support Shipston’s Community First Responders, please email
ambulance1991@yahoo.co.uk

2013 Poppy Appeal raises record amount in Shipston
The 2013 Poppy Appeal raised an impressive £12,852.36, the highest
total ever raised in Shipston and the local area. The record follows two
weeks of hard work by the volunteer collectors, supported by a number
of local businesses which had collection boxes on their premises during
the fortnight.
Richard Adams, Chairman of the Royal British Legion, Shipston Branch,
said "On behalf of all Legion members, I would like to thank all those who
generously donated from Shipston, Brailes, Cherington, Stourton,
Willington, Barcheston, Burmington, Tidmingron, Stretton on Fosse, Winderton, and Sutton
under Brailes. We are also very grateful to our loyal volunteers and local businesses, without
whom, the Poppy Appeal would not have been so successful"
"Those from the ex service community who will benefit as a result would also say thank you
if they could" Richard added.

Council awards grants to voluntary organisations
Shipston Town Council has awarded grants to 16 local community groups, totalling £16,900.
The grants, which are to support activities in the coming financial year (April 2014 – March
2015), were agreed at the Precept meeting, following bids received from the groups in
November 2013.
The successful applicants are:
SoS Angling Club

Sheldon Bosley Hub (defibrillator)

Shipston in Bloom

Stroke Support Club

Shipston Bowls Club

Townsend Hall

Shipston Community Arts

U3A (University of the Third Age)

Shipston Excelsior Football Club

VASA

Shipston First Responders

Shipston Widows

The Milestone Society

Shipston Youth Club

Shipston Music Society

Total - £16,900

Shipston Proms
Mayor, Ronnie Murphy, said “We are delighted to be in a position to support these important
local groups and we wish them well with their plans for the coming year.”

The Forum is also available online at www.shipstononline.org
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Lighting the way: Jackie Warner requested that the streetlights at Saddlers Close be
left on, as most residents in the area are elderly.

New Clark
House
Update

Parking problems: Construction work at two sites on the Stratford Road has caused
parking problems for residents in Badgers Crescent and Donnington Way, although the
issues have improved in River Way. Concerns were also raised about inconsiderate
parking on the Driftway and on Tilemans Lane during school start and finish times. The
Town Clerk will speak to the new PC, Craig Purcell, to ask him to look into the issues as
a matter of urgency.

Watching out for
the weather
So far, this autumn and winter
has been relatively kind locally,
but we are always on alert for
potential flooding or snow fall.

Road sign repair: Brian Healey asked the Town Clerk to chase the Streetscene
Department at Stratford District Council regarding the broken road sign on Donnington
Road, by the Medical Centre. SDC has since confirmed it will be fixed ASAP.

If you are in a flood risk area,
sign up for free alerts at
www.environmentagency.gov.uk or call 0845 988
1188.

December’s hot topics

Victorian evening: All councillors congratulated Shipston Rotary on an excellent Victorian
Evening which attracted record crowds. For more information see page six.

Campaigning for Shipston
High School expansion: Headteacher, Jonathan Baker, and deputy chair of Governors,
Bob Armstrong, updated the town council on the school’s expansion plans and funding
needs. Despite ambitious proposals featuring five phases of work, the planned
developments are only designed to meet the existing number of pupils attending or due
to attend the school. The development plans don’t include provision for additional
places needed to accommodate proposed housing developments.
Shipston Town Council resolved to support the school by lobbying for support and
funding for the expansion proposals. In addition, the town council will request
information from Warwickshire County Council on how much Section 106 monies have
been received over the last 20 years from Shipston developments and where that
money has been spent.
Flood Pathfinder project: Fay Ivens reported that only two residents attended the
Flood Pathfinder Project meeting at New Clark House. Results from the household
survey are expected in the next few weeks.
Neighbourhood Plan: Ian Cooper thanked the volunteers who helped man the
Neighbourhood plan stand at the Victorian Evening, raising money for Rotary Charities
and encouraging further input to the plan. For a full update, see page 10.
On street parking: WCC is to outsource parking services relating to on-street parking.
Philip Vial will prepare a response highlighting the town council’s concerns that the
service could become less responsive and could ultimately have a knock-on effect on
car park charges in Telegraph Street (although this is separately owned and managed
by the district council).

Town Council business
Shipston Forum and Website contracts: The council has awarded the editing and
production of the Shipston Forum from May 2014 to April 2015 to CM Communications
and KMS Litho. The website contract was awarded to Redwax.
Police report: Shipston’s Safer Neighbourhood Team will now provide a monthly report
to the town council on their activity. The team has recently prosecuted drivers for
speeding, drink driving and drug offences, while other arrests have included one for
theft from the Recycling Centre. In addition, the team are working with young people to
encourage e-safety and have been working with trading standards to raise awareness
of scams.
Precept: The Precept for 2014-15 was agreed – see page one for details. The council
recorded a vote of thanks to Ian Cooper for his work in preparing the precept
documents.
Anne Sankey Award: The town council intends to continue the Anne Sankey award
scheme in its current format. Attempts are being made to contact Anne Sankey’s
family to let them know. Meanwhile, the Town Clerk is looking into the cost of
purchasing new medals.

If the temperatures take a dive,
the
county
highways
department will grit the major
routes.
Visit
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/gritting

for details.
Grit bins are available around
the town but please note, these
are only to be used for public
pathways and roads, not private
drives. In the event of heavy
snowfall, our snow wardens will
be out clearing pavements in
and around town but please
take care when out and about.
New Year’s Resolutions
If one of your resolutions in
2014 is to sort your finances
out, don’t forget that free advice
is available from the Citizens’
Advice Bureau.
Confidential advice sessions
can be booked at New Clark
House covering everything from
tackling debt to finding the best
energy suppliers. The CAB also
provides free legal advice.
To book an appointment, please
call
01789
200136.
Alternatively, telephone advice
is available via 0844 855 2322.
Happy New Year
Finally, deputy clerk, Liz
Jaworska, and I, would like to
wish you all a very happy New
Year.

Georgina Beaumont:
Town Clerk
01608 662180
e: clerk@shipstononline.org

Download council meeting minutes at www.shipstononline.org
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Greenfields awarded £30,000 funding for expansion plans
Greenfields Nursery is busy planning a significant expansion
following a successful application for funding from
Warwickshire County Council.
With the government’s intention to provide funded nursery
places for eligible two year-olds, the Greenfields team put in
a bid to fund an extention to their existing building, to the rear
of their current site. Having had the funding approved, the
nursery hopes to submit a planning application imminently.
This expansion comes just a year after the successful
introduction of a baby unit, called Spring Greens, which can
cater for up to 12 under twos every day.
Co owners, Lesley Tavener and Pam McGuiness said, “we
are thrilled to have been awarded this funding which will allow
us to significantly expand our service to families in and
around Shipston. Demand for nursery places is consistently
strong in Shipston and with the government’s new drive to
fund places for eligible two year-olds, we are expecting that
demand to increase further.”

Greenfields is a busy nursery and is looking forward to expanding further

Assuming the planning application is successful, the nursery
hopes to begin work on the extention in the spring.
For further details, contact Greenfields on 01608 663672.

Shipston Scouts Sleep Out for charity
On the 8th November 2013, 1st Shipston Scout Troop
raised over £800 by holding a 'sleep out' in aid of the Young
People’s Homeless Charity ‘BYHP’. Braving temperatures of
3oC, 14 Scouts, six Explorer Scouts and four leaders spent
the night in temporary shelters made from cardboard boxes,
duct tape and tarpaulins in a small field in Shipston. Scout
Leader Alistair McQuade said, "The Scouts did really well
making their own shelters out of boxes and spending the
whole night in them. There were some imaginative
constructions and all the Scouts managed to keep warm
and dry enough to survive the night."

- 25 years. BYHP offers advice and information to young
people facing housing problems, family mediation for young
people and their families, a daily drop in where young
people can speak in confidence to a staff member, take part
in a group activity and learn new skills. For more
information, visit www.byhp.org.uk

The event formed part of their Community Challenge Badge
and was followed on the 15th November by a talk from the
CEO of BYHP, Anna Day. Her talk helped the Scouts to
understand what it is really like to be homeless, the effect
that it has on young people, and what the BYHP are doing
to help young people cope.
BYHP (Working with Young People) is based in Banbury and
works with vulnerable young people aged predominately 16

Home for the night for the Scouts sleep-out

Shipston High School presents "Wilco" award to Head Boy
Around 116 awards were presented at Shipston High School’s Awards Evening, including one
community award that was presented for the first time: The Graham Lowe "Wilco" Award, for
always being a cheerful and willing volunteer.
Graham Lowe was the school's first head boy in the school year 1957 - 58. At school, and since
leaving, he always willingly volunteered to do anything asked of him for the good of all. ‘Wilco’ is
army shorthand used in radio messages meaning that the recipient of a message has not only
understood the message but is also willing to comply with it. In many ways the word sums up
Graham’s positive approach to life and to helping others, hence its inclusion in the award title.
Following the sad loss of Graham in 2013, the Shipston Branch of The Royal British Legion
presented the school with a trophy in his memory, which was awarded to Connor Andrews. Connor
has built up a reputation in school for always being prepared to help and for having the initiative to
identify problems and volunteering to sort them out, whether it’s being the informal IT technician for the school or helping
to run the local cub and scout group. These qualities make him the ideal recipient of the Graham Lowe ‘Wilco’ Award.
Connor Andrews receiving the
Graham Lowe "Wilco" award
from Mrs Margaret Lowe

For more information, visit www.shipstononline.org
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Shipston Primary School
Stronger together
1st January 2014 will mark the third anniversary of a special
partnership between Shipston-on-Stour Primary and
Acorns Primary in Long Compton.

Focus on the crocus
Kindhearted children from Shipston Primary’s Kestrels
class have teamed up with the Rotary Club to support the
fight to eradicate polio from the world.

The Stour Federation, which was introduced in 2011,
means that although each school is quite separate in terms
of character, uniform and admissions policy, they work
together behind the scenes to raise standards in teaching
and learning.

The Kestrels are promoting Shipston Rotary’s ‘Focus on the
Crocus’ campaign by planting purple crocus bulbs to
nurture at home so that they will be in flower for Rotary Day
on 23 February.

Head of Federation Christian Hilton, who oversees both
schools, explains: "The Federation has brought the two
school communities together for the benefit of all children.
The arrangement has meant we’ve been able to share
specialist teaching and staff development, as well as saving
money which we have been able to reinvest in both
schools."
Recently pupils from both schools celebrated the
Children’s University graduation ceremony together and
also enjoyed success competing as the Stour Federation
team at a Cross Country competition at Charlecote Park. In
March they held a joint residential trip to the Manor
Adventure activity centre in Wales

The purple flowers represent the colour of ink dabbed on a
child’s little finger to indicate they have been immunised
against polio. Although there is no cure, polio can be easily
prevented through immunisation.
Rotary clubs in Great Britain and Ireland have spent more
than twenty years working with others to combat the
disease that can kill and paralyse children. In that time the
number of cases has dropped from 35,000 to less than a
thousand, showing that total eradication of the disease is
certainly within reach.

In 2014 the two schools
will continue to share
specialist music teachers
and sports coaches and
are
planning
further
initiatives for the benefit of
all children, including a
Lego project and the
Young Voices choir at the
LG Arena, Birmingham.

Shipston High School
This month the school is delighted to welcome three new
members of staff:
Mr Andrew Larkin takes up the
post of Head of History. Prior to
joining Shipston he was Head of
History at St. Augustine’s School
in Redditch and is also a team
leader for GCSE History and an A
level examiner for the OCR exam
board.
Mrs Barbara Orchard joins the Mr Larkin is "excited about
school as temporary Head of joining Shipston High School"
English. Mrs Orchard is a former
Head of English at the Grace Academy, Coventry. Finally,
Mrs Adrienne Borelli joins the English department from
Australia! She is covering Ms. Westbrook’s classes while
she is away on maternity leave.
Time to say goodbye to long serving member of staff
Mrs Eirian Goodfellow left Shipston High School at the end
of October to take well-earned retirement. Unbelievably
Eirian’s service to the school spans a period of more than 40

years. Back in the 1970s she started at the
school to teach needlework and embroidery and,
such were her skills, that she soon achieved a
national reputation for the quality of her work.
Visitors even came from abroad to learn from her
good practice. Not content with that Eirian entered some of
her work at a national Eisteddfod and, not only did Eirian
make off with some top prizes, but she also made off with
the school’s French teacher whom she then married!
Following a spell out of teaching, Eirian
came back to the school to work as a
teaching assistant. We have greatly
appreciated Eirian’s genuine commitment
to our students, as well as her cheerful
and positive attitude which is already
making her much missed. Eirian’s
unmatched long service to the school
Eirian Goodfellow
was recognised during the school’s
recent "Awards Evening" when she was
invited up on stage in front of guests and parents to receive
a special, one-off "lifetime achievement" award. We wish
her well for a long, happy and fulfilling retirement.

For more information visit – www.shipstononline.org
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Fun, feasting and festivities at Shipston’s Victorian Evening
Residents and visitors flocked to the Shipston Victorian
Evening in their hundreds on the 6th December. The record
attendance helped ensure the event was the most successful
to date, with many charities raising important funds through
their stalls on the night.
The event began with carol singing by Shipston Primary
School pupils to get everyone in the festive mood. Conk the
Clown then joined Mayor, Ronnie Murphy, to officially open
the event and switch on the Christmas lights. With the town
bathing in the glow of the Tree of Life, Father Christmas made
his promised appearance and was followed through the town
to his new grotto, where children queued to share their
Christmas wishes.
Fire-eaters, stilt walkers, Shipston Town Band and a local
Ukulele band, provided entertainment for all throughout the
evening. Stalls offered everything from Christmas present
ideas to food and drink – although stallholders clearly
underestimated Shipston’s love of mulled wine, with every
drop sold well before the evening had ended!
Shipston’s independent retailers supported the event with
many shops open late and most taking part in the annual
‘Best Dressed Window’ competition. This year’s winner was
Rightons Butchers, with The Lavender Basket coming second
and The Katherine House Hospice, third.
John Round, President of Shipston Rotary, said, "we are
thrilled with how well the Victorian Evening went this year. I

The Royal
Shakespeare Company
to perform in Shipston!
The High School is delighted to have
been chosen as the venue for a
forthcoming touring RSC production
of Shakespeare’s The Taming of the
Shrew. The school is very privileged
to be the only venue inside
Warwickshire apart from the Royal
Shakespeare Theatre in Stratford.

Shipston Rotarians were in full Victorian Dress on their fundraising and
membership stalls. Photo courtesy of Charlotte Wright.

would like to thank all those who supported the event,
particularly the entertainers and stallholders who helped
ensure there was plenty for visitors to see and do on the
night, and the Rotarians who made it all happen. We are
delighted to have raised so much for Rotary charities and
have heard positive reports from other local charities who
were also able to raise funds through the event."

Standing room only at the Town Band Concert
Shipston Town Band played to a packed Townsend Hall at their 2013 Christmas
Concert last month (December).
The band treated the audience to a wonderful mix of classic Christmas music, from
Frosty the Snowman to Little Drummer Boy, as well as popular carols and festive
classical pieces. Conor Clemons joined the band to sing ‘Winter Wonderland’, ‘Let it
Snow’ and ‘White Christmas’.
The many dignitaries in attendance were enlisted to help organise the audience into
performing a lively and energetic ‘12 days of Christmas’, while Anne Hume brought
the house down with her expertly delivered, humorous Christmas readings.

The Company will be performing Both the main band and the Junior Band played for the audience, including
performing together
the play twice at the school on
for the first time to the
Wednesday 5th February; once in
delight of all.
the afternoon for students at the
school and once in the evening for
Mayor,
Ronnie
members of the local community.
Murphy, said "I was
The production is part of what the
delighted that so many
RSC has called its ‘First
fellow civic dignitaries
Encounters’ series and will be
were able to join me at
aimed specifically at young
the
Town
Band
audiences. The director is Michael
concert.
The
Fentiman, who has recently had
response from my
great success with his production
guests was that it was
of Titus Andronicus and the cast
a
first
class
will include leading RSC actors. Full
performance
–
details of the production and
something
I
information about ticket sales will
wholeheartedly agreed
be publicised shortly.
with."

Keep up to date with events via the What’s On section on www.shipstononline.org
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Regular events:

fiction, children’s, cookery, gardening, art etc. To donate books
contact Lion David Squires on pinnegards@tiscali.co.uk
Shipston Widows: Lunch. 12pm. Contact: Barbara Bean 663230
Shipston-on-Stour Women’s Institute: Tai Chi with Judith
Layne-Cook. 7pm, Catholic Church Hall, Darlingscote Road.
Contact: Jane Hanks 664519
9
Royal British Legion: Committee meeting 7.30pm, New Clark
House
10
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 9.30am-4pm, details as above
Shipston Dementia Cafe: 2pm-3.30pm, Community Lounge,
Stour Court, Old Road. Contact: Barbara Smith 662433
Stour Valley Lions Rural Cinema: The Great Gatsby See ad on
page 8
11
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 9.30am-2pm, details as above
Mayor’s Surgery: 10am, High Street
13
Shipston Town Council Monthly Meeting: 7pm, New Clark
House. All welcome. Contact: Georgina Beaumont 662180
14
Senior Citizens Action Network meeting (SCAN): 10am11.30am, Townsend Hall, Sheep Street. Free admission, all youngat-heart over 50s welcome. Contact: Jane Pearce 663491
Shipston Flower Club: 7.30pm, Shipston Primary School, Station
Road. Non-members welcome. Contact: 01295 788099
Stour Valley Lions Monthly Meeting: 7.30pm, The George Hotel,
Shipston. All welcome. Contact: John Cavana 01295 722287
15
Shipston Widows: Meeting. 10.30am-12pm, Coach and Horses.
Contact: Barbara Bean 663230
17
Stour Valley Carers Group - Supporting Dementia Carers:
10.30am-12.30pm, Scout Hut, New Street. Friendly welcome for
all visitors. Contact: Carl Watkins 663808 or Lizzy Feather
686013
Shipston Music Society: John James and Charles Mathews,
French Horn and Piano. See ad on page 9
21
Shipston Arts and Crafts Society: Social Evening – Members are
on show with their crafts. 7.30pm, Catholic Church Centre.
Visitors most welcome. Contact: Penny Law 663871
Shipston Neighbourhood Plan: Join the volunteers taking part in
topic groups to help shape Shipston’s Neighbourhood Plan. All
welcome. 7pm, New Clark House.
22
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 10am-4pm, details as above
24
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 9.30am-4pm, details as above
25
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 9.30am-2pm, details as above
28
Multiple Sclerosis Society: 'Drop in' meeting. 10.30am at the
George Hotel. Contact: Ann Bartlett 666161
The University of the Third Age: A Policeman's Lot. See ad on
page 9
29
Shipston and District Literary Society: Utopia by Jenny
Mezciems. 7.30pm, The George Hotel. Contact: Mary Edwards
01789 450737 or Malcolm Pollard 663482
30–1 Shipston Amateur Dramatic Society Panto: Camelot. See ad
on back page

Mon Citizens Advice Bureau: Mornings, New Clark House. To book a
free appointment, call 01789 200136
Mon Shipston Duplicate Bridge Club: 7pm for 7.15pm, Catholic Church
Hall, Darlingscote Rd, Shipston-on-Stour. Call Penny Law 663871
Mon Shipston Taekwondo: 6-7pm juniors, 7-8pm adults. Shipston High
School.
Tues Stroke Club: Alternate Tuesdays. 10am-12pm Room No 2, Ellen
Badger Hospital.
Tues Rhyme time for under 2s: Now every Tuesday. 10:45am
Shipston Library. Free. Contact: 0300 555 8171
Tues Age Concern Lunch Club at Stour Court. Contact: Stella, 686224
Tues Bingo: Alternate Tuesdays. Doors open 6.30pm. Eyes down 7.30pm.
Sheldon Bosley Hub. Contact: 661886
Tues Shipston on Stour Rotarians: Halford Bridge Hotel, 7.30pm.
Contact Adrian Ramskill 0797 656 6525.
Weds Tai Chi 12.30pm at the Townsend hall on Sheep Street. Contact:
Debbie Wild 07773 318830 or visit www.swantaichi.co.uk
Weds U3A Chicago Bridge: 2pm-4.30pm, Catholic Church Hall,
Darlingscote Road. Contact Val Young on 01608 238754
Weds St John’s Ambulance: Adults division. Meet at Shipston Fire
Station, 7pm. Contact: Josie Bayliss, 684834
Thur Shipston Stitchers: 10am to 3pm, alternate Thursdays.
Thur Story Stomp: Shipston Library, 2.30-3pm. Stories and rhymes for
children aged 2 – 4. Free.
Thur Age Concern Lunch Club at Rainbow Fields Contact: Diana 01789
740627
Thur Safer Neighbourhood Team: Fortnightly. Public surgery, 2.30pm to
3pm. New Clark House, West Street.
Thur Tumbletots & Gymbabes: Sheldon Bosley Hub. Contact Robyn on
07813 940172
Mon Shipston Taekwondo: 6:30-7:30pm juniors, 7:30-8:30pm adults.
Shipston High School.
Thur Stour Singers, open to all, 7.40pm at Shipston Primary School.
Contact Yvonne Ridley on 01789 269587.
Fri
Walks over fields with friendly group. Leaves Old Mill car park at
10am. Contact: Marlene, 663616
Bridge 10.15am – 12.15pm Catholic Church Hall, Darlingscote
Road. Contact Val Young on 01608 238754 or 07516 091786
Fri
Age Concern Lunch Club Stour Court Contact: Linda 01789 722433
Fri
Shipston Probus: alternate Fridays
There are lots of regular classes on at the Townsend Hall.
They include: line dancing, badminton, short tennis, yoga,
ballet, Calypso kids music, Little Kickers, Zumba, modern
jazz dancing, t’ai chi and circuit training. For details, visit
www.townsendhall.com or call Lisa Bryan on 07800771368.

January Diary
4

6
8

Shipston Town Council Monthly Litter Pick: All welcome. Meet
at New Clark House, West Street at 10am. Equipment &
refreshments provided. Contact: Fay Ivens 662133 or
fayivens@aol.com
Stour Valley Visually Impaired Group: A musical afternoon with
Nic. 2pm, Stour Court. Contact: Shirley Pilkington 662684
Stour Valley Lions Book Sale: 10am-4pm. The Coach House,
Church Street, Shipston (opposite the Library). Books include

Keep up to date with events via the What’s On section on www.shipstononline.org
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Shipston On Stour
Rainbow Guides Appeal
Shipston Rainbows are a lively group
of 5 to 7 year old girls who meet on a
Monday evening between 6pm and 7pm
at the Scout Hut in New Street.
The girls love games, creative activities and sharing time
together. The leader is appealing for adult help to stop
the group from closing. Training would be given locally
and there are several different roles available to adults
in the group.
If any young person between the ages of 14 and 18
would like to offer help as a Young Leader, this would be
a great service to your local community.
Please contact Judith Jackson on
Shipston 661148 to give some voluntary
time to Shipston Rainbow Guides
– take the challenge.

STOUR VALLEY LIONS

BOOK SHOP

Now open on
Wednesdays, 10am-4pm
Fridays, 9am-4pm
Saturdays, 9am-2pm
Venue: The Coach House, Church Street,
Shipston on Stour
(opposite the Shipston Library, adjacent to the White Bear Car Park)
Huge selection of fiction, non-fiction and children’s books.
All proceeds to local charities.
Books in GOOD condition are always gratefully accepted,
contact as below, we regret we can't accept books at the Coach House.
New Members always welcome, contact Lion David Squires,
e.mail pinnegards@tiscali.co.uk

Check out the new events diary on www.shipstononline.org
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Shipston Neighbourhood Plan Update
Shipston residents made Christmas wishes for the town’s
future at the Victorian Evening, as part of the ongoing
campaign to encourage community participation in the
Neighbourhood Plan.
As well as raising over £200 for Shipston Rotary charities by selling mulled wine and mince pieces, Neighbourhood Plan
volunteers encouraged everyone to record their Christmas wish for Shipston. Comments posted ranged from demands
for a bigger health centre, sweet and cake shops, extended library hours, a petrol station, more parks and open spaces
as well as wishes for and against a supermarket.
The feedback will continue to inform the Neighbourhood Plan as the four topic groups get to grips with key priorities.
Results from the Housing Survey conducted last month are due back late January which will also help inform the next
phase of the plan.
The Neighbourhood Plan team has also been successful in securing funding for a project manager to help drive the plan
forward and set an achievable timescale for completion of a draft plan. The team is now looking to recruit a suitable person
for the role.
To find out more about the emerging themes resulting from public feedback on the Neighbourhood Plan to date, take a
look at the display in Sandra’s window which charts some of Shipston’s past and present highlights. To keep up to date
with progress on the plan, visit www.shipstonnp.org

Shipston on Stour WI

Shipston Arts and Crafts Society

The Women's Institute was very
honoured to receive a visit from the
Lord of the Manor of Sulgrave in
November, dressed in magnificent robes of green velvet
trimmed with gold and rich fur, with a feather in his cap,
and beautifully embroidered linen shirt (his wife is
obviously an accomplished needlewoman). He
proceeded to instruct the meeting on how the Yuletide
Season was celebrated in his time, that of the 16th
century. Whilst the great Lord was speaking, the church
choir was practising next door and thus provided an
appropriate background to his talk.

On 19th November, Mrs Kaye Elliott displayed her work of
flower paintings - flowers painted on beautiful fabrics,
china and melamine, cards and painted pictures.

Many of our Christmas customs hark back to times
beyond memory and Christ's birth became absorbed into
ancient beliefs. We might not today celebrate the whole
twelve days with the gusto of the 1500s, or elect a Lord
of Misrule to turn the household upside-down, but when
we light the Christmas tree (evergreen) and put up the
tinsel and glitter, we should remember that our forbears
did much the same: they too overate on mince pies and
went to bed a little bit tipsy just like us!
And to prove the spirit of Christmas has not diminished
over the years, we had a jolly rollicking time at our
Christmas party in December. It was fun to make daft
hats and read funny Christmassy poems, and as usual,
the refreshments were delicious, each member bringing a
plate of something and everyone enjoying a glass of
warm mulled wine.
On 8th January 2014, Judith Layne-Cook will be talking
about Tai Chi. The Walking Group, Reading Group, and
Knitting Groups will be meeting as usual, and two
members have volunteered to arrange outings to places
of interest during the coming year. New members are
always welcome at the Catholic Church Hall,
Darlingscote Road.

Like many craftsmen she had attended a one-day
workshop and discovered she could paint. This she now
passes on to others, either on a single day course or
ongoing classes. She commented that she does not
usually lecture to an audience and was rather nervous!
But lecture she did, giving the Society a most entertaining
and inspiring evening together speaking of her lovely
work.
She works very hard designing, mainly exclusive fabric,
for a custom furniture company. Her designs are of
English garden flower heads, mainly with no leaves or
stems, just the head in full bloom with all the subtle
shades of the petals. A hydrangea is her latest. We were
treated to delphiniums, fuchsias, irises, magnolias and
lilies, all gracing cushions, chairs, settees and curtains.
Mrs Elliot has achieved all this despite an accident which
broke her back and near fatal cancer, plus a family
trauma. Her work saw her through all this and her buoyant
enthusiasm and joy in her profession showed through her
words, making a happy evening for all. A delightful, clever
lady who designs delightful, clever items.
On 21st January the members are on show with their
crafts. Do join us. We would be happy to share 2014 with
you. Happy New Year to all.

Shipston Community First Responders 2013
Shipston’s Community First Responders continue to
provide a dedicated service to the local community of
Shipston and the surrounding villages, averaging at 30 call
outs a month. The second half of the year saw us welcome
three new responders to our team enabling us to continue

For more information visit – www.shipstononline.org
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to provide a first emergency response, often reaching
people in need before an ambulance. A big welcome to
Tony, Gill and Katie!

members. Any other problem – too long, too loose,
sleeves too long, trousers too long, waist needing taking
in or out – can be dealt with easily by tailoring.

April saw us being presented with a £500 cheque from the
Town Mayor. The funds were raised through a series of
stalls, raffles and events led by the Mayor.

For the next 15 minutes members listened fascinated as
he showed how they could subtly alter it to make it a
perfect fit for Mark, at a fraction of the cost of a bespoke
suit. He also went through the exacting process of how
Cotswold Tailoring makes a new suit for a customer.

In May our First Responder, David, attended a local SCAN
meeting to demonstrate Basic Life Support as well as
giving a detailed talk about our responder group and how
it all began. The team also held a street collection raising
over £300 and raising awareness, thank you to everyone
for your support and donations.
June saw us providing demonstrations of CPR and AED
awareness sessions at both the Shipston Primary School
Summer Fete, and a sudden cardiac arrest awareness
event to celebrate Heart Rhythm Week in association with
Arrhythmia Alliance and West Midlands Ambulance
Service.
By September this year we had attended 250 call outs
ranging from falls, breathing problems, chest pains,
cardiac arrests, strokes and major trauma.
As winter approaches the Ambulance Service sees a
dramatic rise in the number of emergency calls, therefore
we ensure we have extra cover to assist them when
required. Please see our appeal on page 2 to fund a new
vehicle. We’d appreciate your support.

Townsend Hall knows how to party
On Friday 29th November, the Townsend Hall was
decorated with all the Christmas paraphernalia and
looked magnificent. The lights were dimmed in a
nightclub setting, the bar was set up with all the usual
drinks plus a barrel of Real Ale from Whale Ale in Brailes.
All that was needed was some entertainment. And didn’t
we get it! With 60’s music from Alex Clarke plus 50’s and
60’s music from a great band, Shadowfax, few could
resist and the dance floor was filled with guests showing
off their moves.
We were also treated to a fantastic three dance
demonstration by the 2011 under 21 UK Latin American
Dance Champions who gave a stunning display of the
Samba, Cha Cha Cha and the Jive/rock and roll. For
details of future Townsend Hall event, keep an eye on
www.townsendhall.com

Stour United Businesses
Sewing the
seed of success
Shoulders. That’s the secret of sartorial success when
buying a suit, casually dressed business leaders were told
at the SUBs Christmas meeting.
The jacket’s shoulders must not stretch beyond the
wearer’s shoulders or they will drop, Alex Edwards of the
newly opened Cotswold Tailor in Shipston warned SUBs

Alex explained how life had taken him from a business
degree, through management posts at Aldi, starting a
silver-service company organising functions with butlers
and on to his tailoring business. Initially they had sourced
material and tailoring from Thailand, he said, but now the
cloth they use is from the UK and the tailoring done in
Huddersfield. They have their own brand and it is British.
Having established his first shop in Woodstock, The
Cotswold Tailor has now opened a new shop on Church
Street in Shipston.
Check out www.subs.org.uk for more information about
Stour United Businesses, including future events.

Shipston Proms 2014
On behalf of the Shipston Proms committee, may we
wish everyone a prosperous 2014.
For many, the highlight of the Shipston calendar,
Shipston Proms, is now enjoying its sixteenth year.
Offering a fortnight's programme of eclectic, entertaining
and inclusive music is our mantra.
Last year's programme included a launch party night with
TV gastronome Loyd Grossman's band, The New
Forbidden; Clare Teal; the Fame Contest and Noyes
Fludde – a spectacular production in conjunction with
Orchestra of the Swan and local schools and
organisations. These took place alongside many
workshops, school concerts, classical, folk, funk and
rock events, several of which were free admission.
2014’s Proms fortnight will again come to a climax with
the now legendary 'Dancing in the Street' event in the
High Street – a family event with a magical atmosphere.
Last year's headliner, 'Ultimate Bowie' followed previous
acts including The Selecter, The Blockheads and Dr
Feelgood.
Shipston Proms 2014 will endeavour to raise the bar
again. Our goals will continue to be: to include as many
genres of music as possible, continue to reach and
inspire our local community and above all, have great
fun.
Our voluntary committee is already very busy with plans
and a new website is under construction. All this comes
with very little funding - sponsorship and patronage is
always welcome.
Shipston Proms 2014 runs from Thurs June 19 to Sat
July 4. For more information, please contact us via
shipstonproms@orangehome.co.uk, or on Facebook.

For more information visit – www.shipstononline.org
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Stour Valley Lions
celebrate a busy year
Stour Valley Lions held a very
successful ‘Presentation Evening’ at
Shipston High School a few weeks ago.
Opening the meeting, Lion President David Squires
thanked the Lions, Lions Ladies and the numerous
‘buddies’ present who had helped the Lions help others in
many ways over the last 12 months.
Presentations were made to Jo Payne for the
Northamptonshire and Warwickshire Air Ambulance,
Rebecca Mawle for Shipston Home Nursing and
Councillor Melanie Trapp for Cancer Research.
In line with the Lion’s plan to support as many youth
initiatives this year as possible, cheques were presented
to Stephen Gray from the Shipston Education Charity to
help them with small grants for students and Mike Wells
from the Shipston Angling Club to sponsor a youth fishing
competition. Lion Judith Jackson, representing the
guiding movement, also received a cheque to help with
the building refurbishment at Hardiman’s Fields, while
Fran Stary, a member of the team that beat the World
‘Squat’ record, collected her sponsorship from Stour
Valley Lions for Children in Need.
Mike Wells, representing the Shipston British Legion,
presented the President with a Certificate of Appreciation
for the club’s marshalling efforts at the last two
Remembrance Service Parades.
Supporting the Philippines
You may have read how money donated to the disaster in
The Philippines is not reaching the people who need it.
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experiences.
It’s such a relief to find you’re not the only one and the Café
Co-ordinator and volunteers are always on hand to listen and
give guidance if needed.
Everything discussed is
confidential.
The next Dementia Cafe will be held on Friday, 10th January
2014, 2pm to 3.30pm, at Stour Court Community Lounge,
Old Road. It is free and open to anyone in Shipston and
surrounding communities. For more information please
contact Charmaine Bird on 024 7665 2602 or 07720 947938
or local volunteer Barbara Smith on 01608 662433.

Shipston Rotary
Early in the month we had an interesting
talk from Heather Alford, telling us
about her time helping at a Leprosy
clinic in Nepal.
After the disaster in the Philippines
members held a collection outside the Coop and raised
£275.86 for a community Aquabox. Thank you Coop for
your assistance, and people of Shipston and surrounding
area for your generosity.
Members have been busy in recent weeks, with some
helping with the Shipston Tapestry, some attending the
Rotary Peace Conference in Birmingham and many
involved in the Rotary Quiz in Leamington Spa against
other Rotary Clubs from the District.
And just to ensure we were kept fully occupied, Shipston
Rotarians helped organise the annual ‘mock interviews’ at
Shipston High School at the end of November.

Recently Stour Valley Lions transferred a donation directly
to the Philippines; every penny sent will be used for
disaster relief. This is how Lions Clubs operate.

We were delighted to welcome a new member from
Shipston last month. If you’re interested in finding out
more about Shipston Rotary please contact President
John Round on jasround@gmail.com

If you would like to know more about the Lions at work or
play please contact: the membership secretary, Lion John
Cavana
on
01295
722287
or
email:
john.cavanabtinternet.com or Lion David Squires 01608
664065 email: ds@pinnegards.com

Shipston Cycling

Dementia Café
December 2013
A recipe for a good party: a warm
and welcoming venue, drinks and nibbles (thank you for the
homemade Stollen, Barbara), good music (thank you, Nick),
and good company. We ate, we drank, we sang, we danced,
we chatted, we laughed … we let our hair down and forgot
for a short while the stresses of living with dementia.
Keeping up a social life is a vital way of coping when
dementia becomes part of your world and this is one of the
ways in which the Dementia Café can be helpful. Carers and
those with dementia have the opportunity to get out of the
house, to meet in a safe environment and to chat with other
people on the same journey, sharing thoughts, worries and

A group of road cyclists meets every Sunday for cycle
rides around the local area of Shipston. All are welcome for
a social ride on road bikes from beginner to experienced
Sportive rider or Triathlete.
The rides normally have a short cafe stop which usually
involves coffee, cake and plenty of chatter. The group is
mixed, both in gender and cycling ability and we ensure
nobody gets left behind.
Group size varies but is usually 8 to 16. Sometimes a
slower group sets off a few minutes earlier.
If you want to join in with a ride just turn up at the start
after having a look at our website. The group meets at the
Shipston Leisure Centre every Sunday at 10:00am for a
ride of about 30 miles.
For details, visit www.shipstoncycling.com

For more information visit – www.shipstononline.org
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Shipston Probus

Shipston in Bloom

It is not surprising that Robin Sankey, a retured judge,
is a remarkable speaker. He told the story of Rudolph
Hess, who served in the First World War and was
injured three times, became a pilot and met Hitler. He was famous,
of course, for his flight to Scotland early in the Second World War.
He was interned for the rest of the war. He was tried at Nurenberg
and spent the rest of his life in prison until his death in 1987.

Many thanks to the people of Shipston for
supporting
Shipston-in-Bloom
so
wonderfully at the Victorian Evening. The
Friends and supporters of SiB were extremely generous
in their donations towards the seven magnificent
hampers which we were able to offer as raffle prizes on
the night. In return people were very generous in their
support of our raffle. Five of the seven hampers were
won by Shipston residents, one went to somebody
living in Kineton and the other to a Brailes resident.

Roger Butler from Kineton gave us a fascinating tour of Britain’s
2000 miles of canals. Following a decline in the advent of railways,
canals are now going through a revival with the restoration of the
waterways. Illustrated were many features such as resevoirs,
bridges, aquaducts and lockgates. An interesting insight into a
bygone age.

Thanks once again to everyone who supported the
Victorian Evening - your generosity is much
appreciated.

Police and Safer Neighbourhood Team Focus
Roadside Scam in Stratford District
Local police teams have received a number of reports across
the Stratford distract of scams at the roadside. The scammers
attempt to flag down motorists, often claiming they are out of
fuel. They state they have no cash or have lost or left their
wallet elsewhere and will offer gold jewellery for money. The
amounts of cash vary from £10 upwards.
The offenders in many cases are preying on the good nature
of their victims. Sadly, some people willingly handed over
cash thinking the offer would benefit them. However the gold
is fake, often highly polished copper made to look like gold.
The goods they offer are practically worthless.

Neighbourhood Priorities
neighbourhoods.co.uk/ship

section

at

www.safer-

Vehicle Crime Prevention Advice
Thefts from insecure (unlocked) vehicles have been
reported in Shipston and local villages recently.
Please make sure your vehicles are locked when you leave
them. It takes a criminal seconds to enter an insecure
vehicle and steal your belongings.
Every year, vehicles are stolen after being left to ‘defrost’
with the engine running. You may only be a few yards away
in your house but as quick as it takes a thief to jump into
your driver seat they can be gone with your car.

If you spot anyone acting suspiciously in this way at the
roadside, please call police immediately. If possible, please
take down the registration number of the vehicle.

Doors and Windows
Always make sure that doors are locked, and windows and
sun-roof are shut when leaving the vehicle.

Keeping in touch

Keep your valuables and possessions safe and out of sight

Shipston SNT will be posting regular updates about
incidents and arrests in the area on the Shipston Town
Council Facebook page. Please visit the page and click ‘like’
to see these updates in the future. You will also be able to
interact and share your opinion on our work.
www.facebook.com/shipston.council

Community Forum
The Shipston on Stour Community Forum meets at least 4
times a year. An informal "drop-in" surgery is always held for
the half hour before the Forum where you can speak to
officers from your Shipston SNT, Councillors, Officers from
Warwickshire County and Stratford-on-Avon District
Councils to raise specific concerns or problems. Everyone is
welcome to come along. The next Community Forum will be
held on 4 March 2014 at Ettington Community Centre.
For more information please visit
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/shipstonforum
If you are unable to attend the Forum you can still have an
input on the local Policing Priorities by voting online at
www.warwickshire.police.uk/shipston_bigvote
If you want to have an input on the local Policing priorities
listed for voting please provide feedback under the

Do not leave any belongings on display, even items of low or
little monetary value.
Coats and Clothing
These are frequently left on view in the back seat of cars.
They are popular with thieves, not only for their resale value,
but because the pockets may contain valuable items such
as money or keys. Barbour jackets are a favourite of thieves
in rural areas.
Valuables and electronic gadgets
Always remove any valuable items including jewellery,
laptops, purses/wallets and SatNavs from your car. Even if
they are not on view, the first places a thief will look are the
glove box and under the car seat.
*** Register your electronic items and gadgets on the UK
National
Property
Register
for
FREE
–
www.immobilise.com ***
Security Marking
Consider marking all your valuables with a unique
identification number such as your postcode.
Finally, if you are a victim of car crime report it – you could be
the missing piece of the puzzle that leads us to the offenders.

For more information, visit www.shipstononline.org
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District Council update

County Council update

Once again planning dominates the agenda. The cost of
planning appeals has risen from £414,000 to an eyewatering £489,000, with the failed Norgren appeal
topping the list at £213,000. It is quite scandalous, in my
opinion, for taxpayer’s money to be wasted on such
appeals when the Council’s case is hopeless. I fear that
in other cases, where the Council has sound reasons to
oppose, such as the proposed "executive housing" by Oldbutt Road,
it will be constrained for financial reasons.

New Homes Bonus
The government had
threatened to divert
Council Funding to the
Local Enterprise Partnership. I was pleased to be
part of a lot of lobbying by the LGA the national
body representing all Councils against this
initiative. Thankfully, this threat has now been
removed in the Chancellor’s Autumn Statement. All
councils are relieved to retain this funding locally.

I also regard the appeal against the refusal of the supermarket/petrol
station application as a costly debacle. If, like me, you support the
application, you will be pleased to learn that the applicants are
proceeding with the appeal and will submit an Environmental Impact
Assessment before the hearing resumes. I understand there is
renewed interest, including from Sainsburys.
In January, the District Council is reviewing parking permits in
Telegraph Street. I fully support residents who wish to continue with
the present arrangements, which are fair and work well. It is quite
wrong, in my opinion, to single out these residents just because they
rely on the Council car park.
The rising cost of living is affecting us all. I support a campaign by
Stratford Citizens Advice Bureau, which is highlighting the impact of
rising energy bills in a new report, "Left Out in the Cold". If you are
struggling with energy bills, the bedroom tax or have problems with
pay day loans etc, please contact the CAB, who have an advice
surgery at Shipston Town Council offices every Monday from 10am
to 1pm, by appointment only, call 01789 200136.

Recycle this Christmas
Warwickshire residents are being encouraged to
recycle old unwanted goods this Christmas and
have set up a number of recycling banks. What
about that redundant gear that might sit around
when new presents have been unwrapped? Any
redundant hair dryers, dodgy Christmas lights or
old Xboxes for example.
We save on landfill and recover important raw
material by recycling electrical goods that are no
longer needed. In Shipston, they can be taken to
the Brailes Road recycling centre.
If you are throwing out items that could be reused,
visit
the
websites
www.freegle.org,
www.freecycle.org
or
www.communityfreebay.org.uk who may well help
others to use what you might wish to discard.
Happy New Year
At this seasonal time, can I wish you all a Happy
New Year for a good 2014.

I wish you all a happy and successful 2014.
Councillor Jeff Kenner
t: 07790 725415
e: jeff.kenner@stratford-dc.gov.uk
Jeff Kenner & Richard Cheney take it in turns to provide the content for this column.

Councillor Chris Saint
t: 01608 664048
e: christophersaint@warwickshire.gov.uk

Shipston Medical Centre
New Year – New You
Give up smoking
Over 20% of adults living in the Stratford-on-Avon District
smoke. What better time to give up than in the New Year,
and the health benefits are massive. Stop smoking and
after a year, your risk of coronary heart disease is reduced
by 50%. Stroke risk can fall to that of a non-smoker after 25 years and after 5 years of being smoke-free, your risk of
developing cancer of the mouth, throat, oesophagus, and
bladder are cut in half with cervical cancer risk falling to
that of a non-smoker.
Come into the surgery and pick up a stop smoking pack.
Once you complete that, we will book you an appointment
for help, support and guidance with one of our smoking
cessation counsellors.
Lose weight
Over 21% of us are obese – losing weight can really boost
our health with 90% of all diabetes, 80% of heart disease,
and 60% of cancers are preventable with healthier lifestyles
and normal body weights. Loosing just 7-10% of your body

weight can make a difference in
lowering your blood pressure and
cholesterol levels. Advice on losing
weight
can
be
found
at
http://www.nhs.uk/chq/Pages/848.aspx
Drink less
The number of people in Stratford-on-Avon District drinking
at an increased risk or high risk level is a massive 24%, which
might help to explain why Warwickshire has one of the
highest rates of liver disease in the country. The safe drinking
level guidelines are 3-4 units a day for men (equivalent to a
pint and a half of 4% beer) and 2-3 units a day for women
(equivalent to a 175ml glass of wine).
Reducing alcohol
consumption can also help you lose weight!
Learn more about alcohol at http://www.drinkaware.co.uk/
Last month’s column incorrectly stated the opening
hours of the minor injuries unit at the Ellen Badger
Hospital. It is in fact open 24 hours.
Medical Centre – t: 01608 661845

For more information visit - www.shipstononline.org
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Your Town Councillors
Veronica Murphy, Town Mayor

Roy Munden

Communications group chair
t: 01608 664518
e: veronica.murphy123@btinternet.com

t: 01608 661102
e: christinemunden@googlemail.com

Philip Vial, Deputy Mayor
Planning group chair
t: 07814 192161
e: ppjvial@googlemail.com

Alan Noyce
General Purposes group chair
e: alanhubertnoyce@hotmail.com

Ian Cooper

Paul Rathkey

Finance group chair
t: 01608 663785
e: ian@piruk.com

Staffing group chair
t: 01608 664141
e: rathersandco@tiscali.co.uk

Martin Ferrier

Sheelagh Saunders

t: 07814 092134
e: martinferrier4shipston@gmail.com

t: 01608 662190/07800 889947
e: sheelaghsaunders@gmail.com

Brian Healey

Melanie Trapp

t: 07773 337134
e: brian.healey@hotmail.co.uk

t: 01608 666939
e: melanie.trapp@sky.com

Arthur Ivens

Jackie Warner

t: 01608 662133
e: fayivens@aol.com

t: 07717 391234

Fay Ivens
Proud Campaign chair
t: 01608 662133
e: fayivens@aol.com
Shipston-on-Stour Town Council
New Clark House, West Street, Shipston-on-Stour, CV36 4HD

Georgina Beaumont, Town Clerk
t: 01608 662180 e: clerk@shipstononline.org

Something exciting to share?
If you have a story that’s relevant to Shipston residents,
please contact the editor, Catherine Martin, on 01608
495955 or email: forum@shipstononline.org

Copy deadline: First Wednesday of every month
– but the sooner you can notify the editor of a potential story the better.
The Shipston Forum is produced monthly by the Town Council to support the community
and is distributed to all households. If you don't receive a copy, please contact the Town
Clerk. The Forum can also be downloaded from www.shipstononline.org

Copies of the Talking Shipston Forum can be
requested via New Clark House.
Large print copies are available to read at the Library,
New Clark House and the Medical Centre.
While every effort is made to ensure information is accurate, the Town Council does not accept
responsibility for material submitted by readers or third parties and does not endorse any
organisation or event publicised. Contributions may be edited to fit available space.

Useful Contacts
Community Links Transport
Shipston Library:
- 24/7 renewal line
Highways customer services
Severn Trent Emergency Line:
Shipston Volunteer Transport Scheme
Shipston Leisure Centre
Shipston Medical Centre
– Out of hours
Shipston Post Office
Shipston Forum
Shipston Recycling Centre
Stratford District Council
Warwickshire County Council
UCHW Hospital
Warwick Hospital
Local police (non emergency)
PC Craig Purcell
PCSO Hayley Ditchburn
PCSO Andy Steventon
Churches of Shipston:
Stour Valley Baptist
Our Lady & St Michael
St Edmund's
Methodist Church

01789 264491
0300 5558171
01926 499273
01926 412515
0800 7834444
01608 663122
01608 662354
01608 661845
03001 303040
01608 661465
01608 495955
01926 412593
01789 267575
01926 410410
024 7696 4000
01926 495321
101
07977 456585
07879 608696
07966 626908
01608
01608
01608
01608

664876
685259
661210
661843

Please note the new contact number for the Forum Editor (above)
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What's on in Shipston this month? See page 7

